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T HE SITE :  MT BORAH
One road up and four launch areas cover-
ing north, north-east, east, south and west. 
Unlike most UK flying, Manilla is mostly 
pure thermic. In other words, winds are 
normally light on take-off. It’s therefore 
essential to launch into a thermal or you 
sink out. As thermals pass through, ‘the 
wind’ increases, peaks, then decreases. The 
trick is to launch just as ‘the wind’ or cycle 
begins. This way you’re airborne before it 
gets too strong or the thermal has drifted  
too far over the back.

On a typical day, the east launch nor-
mally works till noon, then the west kicks  
in during the afternoon. The actual launches 
are gigantic. All are covered with astroturf. 
Bomb-outs are massive (all are 1:1 glides 
from launch). Although only 330m high, 
Borah pumps.

Surrounded by endless brown fields that 
collector/trigger stuff starts to make sense. 
Mt Borah is classed as a novice site depend-
ing on conditions. This essentially equates  
to the time of day when a pilot flies.

T HE TAKE  OF F
Perhaps the most tricky part of a good 
flight. Leave it too late and the thermal 

cycles go back to back, a strong constant 
wind then makes launch intimidating. Fly 
too early and you end up scratching or 
bombing. Every day seemed different, with 
each day generally having an ‘optimum 
window’ in which to get off. As a rule 
it’s better to be clipped in, with the wing 
bunched ready to go. Otherwise you risk 
missing ‘the slot’ and boiling alive waiting 
for a lull off.

Experienced locals fly out to the foothills 
if they encounter a ‘phantom cycle’. During 
midday, staying close into the hill can expose 
you to some big sink and then it’s tree land-
ing time. The foothills are where the ther-
mals seem to trigger. The great thing about 
starting the climb further out from the hill is 
that by the time you drift back you’re already 
200m above launch.

THE FLYI NG
The first thermal normally takes you to 
cloudbase. This varied between 2000 and 
3500m agl. Most days I spent very little 
time near terrain; normally it’s a quick 
climb out. There are no real airspace restric-
tions, only Tamworth 50km south. The 
thermals seemed smooth and large. In fact, 
I never suffered a major collapse during the 

H G F A

XC VIRGIN
James McLoughlin

LOGISTICS  IN OTHER WORDS, COULD  

I AFFORD THREE MONTHS OFF WORK?  

AFTER DOING MY SUMS, MANILLA PARA 

GLIDING SEEMED PERFECT. OFFERING  

EXCELLENT VALUE FOR MONEY WITH  

CAMPING FOR ONLY SIX BUCKS PER NIGHT  

AND A WELLEQUIPPED KITCHEN TO DO  

MY OWN COOKING. CAMPED AT THE BASE  

OF MT BORAH WITH 'LE BASHER' RUNNING 

HOURLY TO LAUNCH. AFTER A REASSURING 

CHAT WITH GODFREY REGARDING SUITABILITY 

OF CONDITIONS FOR A NOVICE, I ARRIVED ON 

6 DECEMBER FOR THE CROSSCOUNTRY SEASON.

Mt Borah east launch, looking across the Manilla valley

Landing after my 99.7km personal best flight 
– somewhere near the town of Bingara

The Borah Basher
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entire season. To generalise, the thermal 
strength ranged from four to eight metres 
per second over the season.

GOING C ROSS COUNTRY
Pilots fly cross-country in every direction. 
The only real restriction is how far you’re 
prepared to walk to the nearest road. Lazy 
pilots fly IFR, ‘I Follow Roads.’ Good sur-
faced roads run north to south and east to 
west through Manilla. The best route to the 
north follows a valley running for 100km. 
With its east/west faces and wide valley, 
pilots are normally only one glide away  
from the road. 

To the west are pure flatlands running 
off into the outback. Most locals hitch back 
to Manilla, where someone is normally head-
ing to the farm. Whilst it would be nice to 
have a full back-up crew and aircon’ retrieve, 
it’s easy to get by with hitching rides. Hitch-
ing back can be a mini adventure in itself, 
one pilot got picked up by the local Mayor 
and invited to speak at the town fair. Anoth-
er arrived back late at night in the back of  
a police dog van!

THE L AN DI NGS
“No worries!” – huge flat fields in every 
direction as far as the eye can see.

Very few powerlines or other hazards to 
deal with. One good piece of advice received 
was: “Find some clean sinky air to land in.”  
In the past, pilots have been hurt trying 
to land as strong thermals were lifting off. 
Much better to just go with the sink, even 
if it does mean a walk back to the landing 
field. Just don’t land in abandoned farms;  
me ending up electrocuting myself while  
trying to get out, proved an excellent post-
dinner conversation topic for a few days!

THE M ISTAK ES
During my three months, all but 10 days 
were novice flyable. Most days had good 
cross-country potential, with 30 or more 
being ‘idiot proof’. To clarify, Godfrey’s 
ex-students with less than five hours airtime 
were flying over 32km on these days. In 
fact, one student flew 80km to Bingara –  
he had less than five hours airtime since 
leaving school!

I flew cross-country about 25 times, 
most of them on ‘idiot days’. The main  
mistakes I made were as follows:
1)  Leaving Borah without reaching the top  

of the climb or cloudbase. The moment  
you go on glide you find yourself in big 
sink, shortly followed by the deck. Best 

case scenario you end up low in broken lift 
struggling to get up again.

2)  Leaving the second thermal without reach-
ing the top of the climb or cloudbase. This 
is the single biggest repeat mistake I made. 
The reasons why I left early were varied, 
sometimes because I saw a glider circling 
ahead, fear of cloud suck, mostly because 
the climb got too slow. I thought I could 
make more progress by pushing on to find 
better lift. Of course the moment you try  
to reach that other glider or thermal, big 
sink time, promptly followed by the deck. 
Now I’m patient, even if it takes 30 min-
utes or more, I’m staying with the climb 
until it tops out or dies!

3)  Flying with other pilots also caused me 
grief! You’re in zeros or weak frustrating lift, 
glance across to see a nearby pilot circling, 
try to join them and get drilled in 8m/sec 
sink. Crazy thing is, after landing, I discov-
ered they also had the same zeros or weak 
lift. By crossing the worst sink I bombed, 
the weak lift then developed and the other 
pilots continued climbing out.

4)  Procrastination on launch. Lost so many 
good days leaving it too late. Again the 
reasons were varied, fear of bombing, fear 
of strong lift, fear of turbulence, talking 
to other pilots about why ‘NOW’ was the 
wrong time to fly. In retrospect genuine 
evaluation of conditions is one thing, but 
finding excuses born from irrational fear  
is another.

5)  Leaving a climb early due to fear of cloud 
suck. Once I suffered vertigo when trying 
to see which edge of the cloud was working. 
Now I use my altimeter and whispies to 
time my departure from a cloud.

6)  Radio management cost me too many good 
days. Firstly getting my kit working right, 
then using it. Too much wind noise dur-
ing transmissions, located too close to the 
vario, wrong settings – crazy. Now I have 
the radio (no PTT) located on my shoul-
der. Until cloudbase the volume is very 
low, I need to hear my vario during that 
first climb NOT radio chatter. Once high 
and gliding I then transmit, attempting to 

H G F A

Bingara Valley, 80km north of Mt Borah

NSW Hang Gliding State Titles held at Manilla in February 2007



August 2007  Soaring Australia 3

H G F A

transmit during thermals only lost me good 
climbs or, worse still, the flight!

7)  Trying to keep up with faster wings or 
more experienced pilots. Just because the 
‘top guns’ can climb out on bug farts  
doesn’t mean I can. Also attempting to  
fly faster means more speedbar and there-
fore no longer flying best glide. In the end, 
I reached the conclusion that it’s better  
to fly your own flight.

W HAT W OR KED
1)  Getting high and staying high. Using 

cloud suck and cloud streets to go on long 
glides losing no height. I found that I had 
to remain right up in the whispies on the 
edge of the cloud. Even getting 50m below 
cloudbase the lift seemed to die. Getting 
low is just bad news – the broken weaker 
lift down low means much slower progress.

2)  Launching before, not after more experienced 
pilots/faster wings. By going first they catch 
up two thermals out from the hill, just 
when you really need the help. Launch after 
in the hope they will help with climb out. 
They soon turn into a speck on the horizon.

3)  Watching other gliders for at least three full 
turns. If they are climbing throughout the 
entire 360º, I then consider joining them.

4)  Using wedge-tailed eagles, they don’t waste 
time in sink, 99% of the time they showed 
me strong lift. However, some can be nasty 
in which case it’s better to just leave the 
thermal. I had one swooping at me for 
what seemed like ages, apparently circling 
is a sign of aggression to them.

CONDITION S  
AND TIMI NG
The cross-country season runs September 
to April, at this time conditions are strong-
est and most consistent. During November 
conditions are still building and throughout 
March conditions begin to weaken. Just like 
everywhere else, the longer you stay the bet-
ter the chance of epic conditions.

For novice pilots, I’d recommend arriv-
ing mid-November as this will give more 
time to settle in.

For EP pilots wishing to finish training, 
last school would also be November.

TO SUMM A RI S E
I arrived at Manilla with 40 hours coastal 
airtime, having flown very little in thermic 
conditions, with no paragliding cross-
country experience. I left with 72 hours 
thermalling time, having flown 25 cross-

countries, with a personal best of 99km tak-
ing five hours and 10 minutes. Other pilots 
at the cross-country open competition left 
with PBs of 120 to 240km – they were very 
happy too!

Manilla is a fantastic spot where a budg-
et pilot can progress at their own pace with-
out constant guiding. With a strong social 
flying community drawing many interna-
tional pilots, advice is always on hand. With 
so many good days, you get more chances  
to make those mistakes and progress up the 
learning curve in a great environment.

 

Looking back towards Mt Borah, taken 10km to 
the east of launch on the east side of the valley

Photos: Courtesy James McLoughlin
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    he South Australians had come in force 
in an attempt to regain the South Australia 
versus Victoria challenge trophy that Vic- 
 toria had been holding for some years now 
and which was in need of some love and 
attention – it needed a few of the blanks 
filled in and the handle re-soldered. All the 
guns where there: Steve Blenkinsop, Paul 
Kelly, Gary Fimeri and Martin Sielef. Vic-
toria presented the usual rabble: The Sage 
Adam White, Wesley Hill, Phil Campbell, 
Ian Rees and another young chap known as 

‘Aqua Boy’, formally known as ‘Corn Boy’, 
due to his vegetarian habits, aka Curtis 
Greenwood. Aqua Boy joined us from the 
depths of Bass Strait with a new ‘for him’ 
glider, harness, radio and instruments as the 
old ones had been placed into Davey Jones’s 
locker during a biathlon involving hang 
gliding and swimming. Curtis had man-
aged to keep his boots and helmet though.

Tove Heaney, the only representa-
tive from NSW, but formally of Sportavia 
– located somewhere in a small pocket of the 

Ukraine, texted me on the morning of the 
briefing saying she’d be late and where was 
the paddock? Apparently Grant owed her 
some time as a driver after the Dalby comp 
where she drove for him. Something about 
paybacks could be mentioned here.

The first pilot briefing was a chance to 
catch up with all the people that you hadn’t 
seen since last year. The farmer Sir Ian 
McClelland asked if we could try to limit 
the damage by sticking to the strips as he 
had a crop in the comp paddock. Everyone 
was more than happy to oblige as we’ve been 
flying here for more than 20 years now.

The task for Day 1 – Mittyack, 75km 
NNW on the Calder Highway. ‘Approxi-
mate’ coordinates were given as Alex, our 
new goalie, and my true love would have 
to find a suitable paddock. Phil Campbell 
circled over the coordinates until he landed 
– occasionally goal ain’t where it’s supposed 
to be. It was actually located as described on 
the map, but not so close to the coordinates. 

T

Birchip Easter Comp 2007
Hughbert Alexander

 

WELL YOU FUNSTERS, A FEW YEARS BACK I HAPPENED TO PEN AN ARTICLE ON THE BIRCHIP  

COMP SAYING THAT BIRCHIP WAS ABORIGINAL FOR 'PLACE WHERE THE WIND BLOWS TAIL NO  

MATTER WHAT END THE TASK COMMITTEE SAY TO SET UP'. THIS YEAR BIRCHIP DIDN’T LIVE UP  

TO IT’S NAME. SOMETHING WAS DREADFULLY WRONG, AS THERE WAS A LIGHT TO MODERATE  

BREEZE BLOWING EVERY DAY, OCCASIONALLY CROSSED, SOMETIMES TAIL, BUT LOTS OF PEOPLE  

LEFT THE PADDOCK… EVENTUALLY.

Left to right:

Aqua Boy, Nick Isaacs at goal and Super Wesley
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With Alex as the incentive, I landed first 
and, unfortunately, Paul Kelly arrived shortly 
after, stripping me of the Holy Grail and true 
incentive offered if I had landed long enough 
before any other pilots touched down.

Rather late in the day, pilots in goal 
observed a glider close, but not high enough 
to make goal. He then turned and landed in 
the next paddock over the slight rise on the 
horizon. Gary Hickson contacted goal after 
landing and we offered to give the lost and 
lonely pilot a lift home to save his retrieve 
crew the hassle of a long drive. We drove 
along a dirt road for some distance expect-
ing to see Gary. Eventually we noted a large 
herd of assorted bovines, bunched together 
and all facing the fence. Cows, being the 
inquisitive type, were watching Gary pack 
away his flying machine. Several goal beers 
were consumed on the trip back to Birchip 
and the conversation grew louder, the flights 
became more memorable and everyone was 
happy. Wesley Hill came first for the day. 
Jeronimo Lavanchy, a pilot from Chile who 
arrived only two weeks before and obtained 
his tow endorsement the weekend before the 
comp, placed 11th overall and first in King-
post Class.

Boolite, the task for Day 2 was 65.9km 
to the SSW of McClellands’ paddock. It’s 
interesting that wherever you land within a 
150km radius, people know that you’re fly-
ing in the Birchip Easter hang gliding comp 
and they all know of Ian and Anne McClel-
land. Mike Grimes placed 7th for the day 
and first in Kingpost Class, flying his Shark. 
Robbie won the Floater Class and Gary 
Fimeri, the gun, won the day in his C4. 

With a reasonable breeze on the Sunday, 
the task committee pulled a 104km task 
from somewhere – possibly the longest task 
this comp has seen – to Tottington. There 
were some eyes rolled at the enormity of this 
one, but seven pilots made goal and Andy 
Phillips landed just 2.78km short, tired 
although happy. The SA/VIC challenge was 
the closest in yonks (Yonks – a period of 
time, usually longish).

The scores after Day 3: South Australia 
6739, Victoria 6778 – there was much 
cheering from either team as the numbers 
were announced. Ben, who was free fly-
ing, had landed near the northern edge of 
Birchip, close to a trotter training track. He 
copped an earful from the only ‘not happy 
to meet you’ trotting horse trainer, as a horse 
was spooked and injured itself. This would 
be one of the very few unhappy people we’ve 
come across, having flown in the area for 
nearly 20 years. We made the call that the 
northern end of town should be a no-fly 
zone at all times from now on. 

Best placed for the day were Andrew 
Taylor in Floater Class, Jeronimo Lavanchy 
made goal the only day his girl, Carolina, 
wasn’t there as a goalie – and no beer – how-
ever, Judith did time people as they arrived, 
in an effort to make certain no one beat her 
true love Ian. Unfortunately Tove Heaney 
and Gary Fimeri did, with Gary winning 
the day. With a late return for a lot of teams, 
Red Faces – a Birchip tradition – was can-
celled, much weeping ensued. 

Day 4 began when the whole comp 
met at the NW corner of the comp pad-
dock where Sir Ian McClelland, the prop-
erty owner extraordinaire, introduced the 
pilots and drivers to best practice farming 
techniques learned from field trials over 
time with the Birchip Cropping Group. 
Questions were asked by the city slickers, 
some intelligent, others just questions. Ian 
then lead us to his brother Warrick’s house 
where the fastest ever drafting of sheep in the 
Mallee occurred with the aid of 40 or more 
‘helpers’, followed by a quick drive-by of  
the feed lots. Many of us came away with  
a greater knowledge of one aspect of the 
complex farming business.

With a northerly blowing again, the 
small hamlet of Rich Avon was called 
– 74.6km away and located just SSW of 
Donald. Sir Ian McClelland, farmer ‘you 
know the rest’, who had brought his son and 
others to watch the goings-on said that there 
was a cricket oval at Rich Avon we could 
land on. We opted to have a larger margin 
for error and Alex chose a huge paddock a 
little out of town, but very close to the coor-
dinates. Mark Timinski made his first goal 
after coming along to the Birchip comp for 
four years and Nick Issacs came in flying his 
Wills Wing Discus with only four months 
and 55 hours of flying! Better than that, he 
did it without GPS or gloves. He nosed over 
on landing, saying that he couldn’t feel his 
hands, which I shook in a congratulatory 
gesture and the right one at least felt like ice. 
Miguel made 40km after seven tows and 
landed as the sun disappeared. Noel Bear 
won the Floater Class in his new Wills Wing 
Talon. Nick Issacs won Kingpost Class in the 
Wills Wing Discus and, another first, Paul 
Kelly and Andy Schmidt were equal first in 
the Open Class.

As with all the Birchip comps, there was 
trophies galore and prizes down to 20th, 
with 13th place receiving the best prize of 
all – a Charlie insider helmet. Mind you, 
money off a glider ain’t anything to be griz-
zled about either.

Many people have commented since, 
that this was the best flying at the Birchip 
comp for some time. I tend to agree.  
See you next Easter at Birchip 2008. 

H G F A

Adam and Nick

Alex and Chris

The sage, Adam White

Jeronimo takes off

Birchip Champion
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    his project has been mooted for over  
20 years in the gliding community. South-
ern Cross, on the eastern edge of West Aus- 
 tralia’s wheat-belt (see the newly-upgraded 
Google Earth image), has a suitable airfield 
and nearby town to support the expedi-
tion. On WA’s best days of soaring weather 
conditions it has a prevailing easterly wind, 
taking the gliders deep into the wheatbelt 
for the first leg of record attempts. The best 
days would be during the trough cycle.

The objective of the expedition would  
be to break WA State and Australian Nation-
al gliding distance and speed records. Bever-
ley Soaring Society is the organising gliding 
club, and pilots would consist of some of 
the most experienced in WA, supervised 
by the club’s Chief Flying Instructor, Daryl 
MacKay. We are also anticipating the partici-
pation of Squadron Leader Justin Fitzgerald 

from RAAF Pearce with his Ventus. War-
rant Officer Roy Holden, also from RAAF 
Pearce, has offered his services as a tow pilot 
for the full period.

The hosting town, Southern Cross, is 
administered by the Yilgarn Shire and has 
given permission to use the airfield for the 
period for operations during the day, and 
open-air aircraft tie-down and parking dur-
ing the night. The shire contact person has 
been advised of the request for the hire or 
loan of a water truck to fill the gliders’ water 
ballast each morning, and has provided an 
accommodation list for our consideration as 
well as a contact list for the Southern Cross 
Aero Club based at the airfield. This club  
has agreed to arrange refuelling facilities for 
the tug and is keen to arrange social contact 
with expedition pilots. It will also arrange  
for opportunities for air experience flights.

The expedition organisers are  
to undertake:

 all necessary coordination with CASA  
and Airservices including NOTAM  
(Notice to Airmen) issuance,
 to operate within the Gliding Federation  
of Australia’s Manual of Standard Proce-
dures and be subject to the supervision of 
the West Australian Gliding Association,
 that all gliders and the tow aircraft will 
be equipped with VHF radios on the 
Southern Cross Common Traffic Advisory 
Frequency (CTAF),
 to provide a manned airfield base station 
on the CTAF, equipped with a mobile 
phone contact number, for the period  
of operations,
 all search, rescue and recovery of any  
outlanded aircraft (a normal part of  
gliding operations).
RTO(Ops)WA, Kevin Saunders, has 

been advised of, and has given his approval 
for, the operation.

It is anticipated that the expedition 
will consist of 25 to 30 personnel requiring 
accommodation, motoring needs, food and 
evening entertainment, which should have  
a good economic impact on the local busi-
ness community. Peter and I are already 
working to provide the logistics required.

If the expedition is successful, it may 
become a regular fixture on the gliding 
sporting calendar on an annual or  
biennial basis. 

•

•

•

•

•

John Welsh

THE BEVERLEY SOARING 

SOCIETY COMMITTEE HAS 

GIVEN APPROVAL FOR PETER 

BUSHER AND MYSELF TO 

COORDINATE AN EXPEDITION 

OF HIGH PERFORMANCE 

GLIDERS INCLUDING THE 

STATE’S NEWEST AIRCRAFT, 

BEVERLEY’S DG1000 AND 

NARROGIN’S DG505, PILOTS, 

CREW AND PIPER PAWNEE TOW AIRCRAFT TO THE SOUTHERN CROSS AREA. THE EXPEDITION IS 

PLANNED FOR FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER TO SUNDAY 9 DECEMBER 2007.

G F A

T

Beverley’s DG1000

From Google Earth

THE INAUGURAL 2007  
SOUTHERN CROSS 

EXPEDITION
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Airworthiness Inspection
FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE

■   A Form 2 inspection is due. $150* payment  

is enclosed

■   The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment  

is enclosed and the existing C of A document  

is returned

■   Initial registration package is required.  

$363* payment is enclosed 

* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■  Cheque ■  Credit Card ■  Direct Deposit 
For internet payments, deposit into:  
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■   Please send me a transfer of ownership document

■    Please send me a change of registered  

operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................

Registration marks VH –  ...........................................................

Address to which documents are to be sent is:

Name  .........................................................................................

Address  ......................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................

State. .....................................................Postcode....................... 

Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041 

Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au> 
Fax: 03 9379 5519

 LAKE 
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club  

for some of the best  
cross-country gliding in NSW

[www.keepitsoaring.com] 

Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514 
Fax: (02) 6769 7640

★ Club rates for all GFA pilots

★  Good glider availability

★  Winch and aerotow courses

★  Free flying after 4 hours

★  Mid-week operations

★  Airconditioned cabins,  
bunkhouse, camping

There should be nothing special 
about this. However, sometimes 
it helps to have a check list or 
guidelines for the elements that 

make up a well-rounded approach to new 
member retention. It is often said that first 
impressions matter. Gaining a new member 
usually means the club has done some things 
right, and that the first impressions are good 
ones. That means the package the club has 
on offer suits the budget, aspirations and 
expectations of the student. It can all be 
undermined very quickly with a few loose 
words, poor follow up, or just negligence.

A good way to look at it is to put 
yourself in the new member’s shoes. They 
probably have little understanding of what 
to expect in any real sense. They want to 
have fun, learn new skills, be welcomed, fit 
in, be looked after, challenged but not over-
stretched, and feel progress in their training. 
Sounds simple enough.

To do this effectively, the members 
handling the new student need to have 
the people skills to recognise these primary 
attributes, and the ability to moderate the 
environment to give a measure of each of 
these on every visit. This will certainly apply 
to instructors, but also to all those on the 
field who come into contact with the stu-
dent. A positive and welcoming approach, 
encouragement and organisation are all 
important. If these attributes are missing, the 
student quickly perceives a negative environ-
ment. Good social harmony and welcoming, 
friendly people are key. Do not underesti-
mate these essential ingredients.
A new member ‘welcome pack’ might include:

 A BGK or its successor
 A log book and instruction on how to fill 
one out, and when to have it. How often 
do your students turn up without theirs?
 A copy of the club constitution and of the 
GFA constitution
 The latest club newsletter, a club roster  
and club member contact details

•
•

•

•

 A club calendar of events, emphasising 
away camps that might interrupt  
normal activities
 Allocation of a mentor
 A list of stepping stones for achievement  
– a guide to progress and what’s coming
 A recommended reading list and some  
videos on gliding
Further steps might be to gain an under-

standing of the student’s background. How 
old are they, what is their work, or what are 
they doing at school? What other interests 
do they have; what pushes their buttons? 
What do they want from the sport in the 
long term? They may not know this yet,  
and certainly won’t if the club hasn’t made 
them aware of all the possibilities.

If the member has to travel some dis-
tance, the club might arrange a car pool 
group. It helps to introduce the new student 
to the other students, in order to facilitate  
a peer group. Encourage early starts, and  
do some basic theory each visit (but not too 
much – 10 to 15 minutes or so). Make sure 
the student knows what to expect from each 
visit as well as each flight, and what to look 
forward to at the next visit. At the earliest 
opportunity, get the new recruit along to the 
next club social activity. Meet and welcome 
their partner and/or family.

Conditions permitting, try to ensure 
that a minimum of three flights are achieved 
if local training, or one decent away from 
field experience and a few circuits. Introduce 
them to other functions like observing a DI, 
retrieve or winch driving, general care and 
maintenance of all equipment. Expose the 
new member to a little responsibility and 
involvement, but not too much.

There are undoubtedly clubs with well-
structured and organised procedures for  
handling new members. We can all learn 
from those with such systems. I encourage 
all clubs to advise their Regional Develop-
ment Officer of what works for them  
so that we can all benefit. 

•

•
•

•

Handling New Members
Maurice Little – Chairman, GFA Development Committee

GOOD MANAGEMENT AND HANDLING OF NEW MEMBERS CAN 

OFTEN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RETAINING THEM 

AND HAVE THEM JUST PASS THROUGH THE SYSTEM ONTO 

SOMETHING ELSE. IF THE CULTURE OR RECEPTION DOESN’T 

GRAB THEM ENOUGH TO JUSTIFY CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT, 

THEY WILL LEAVE.
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    o help stimulate the process, I have put 
together the following summary of the 
opportunities, guidelines, and availability  
 of funding.

SELECT ION  GUIDELINES
We recognise two selection cycles for each 
team, each of which considers a pilot’s per-
formance in National competition over the 
two most recent seasons. The first cycle is 
timed to allow qualifying pilots to compete 
at the relevant Pre-worlds competition and, 
in doing so, secure their position in the fol-
lowing Worlds. Remaining positions in a 
team are open to selection in the subsequent 
season’s cycle.

The system provides for pilots to fly in 
different classes in the two selection years, 
selection being made in the class flown in 
during the second year.

Anyone wanting to gain selection needs 
only to compete in National contests in two 
consecutive years, and to achieve a ranking 
percentage high enough in the order to  
gain selection.

The finer details of the selection guide-
lines can be studied on the GFA website.

FUNDING OF  PILOTS
Selection does not necessarily equate to 
funding. Teams attending Pre-world com-
petitions are not funded at all, although  
the team captain may qualify for support 
(see below).

The policy is to allow positions in a given 
team to be filled consecutively from the 
ranking list, to the maximum allowed by the 
organisers of the contest (and subject to the 
favourable judgement of the ITC). However, 
only pilots who exceed the minimum ranking 
percentage of 90% (a lower threshold applies 
for women and juniors) will gain funding.

Available funds will be distributed as 
equally as possible amongst qualifying pilots 
of all teams, using a two year rolling average.

FUNDING OF TEAM CAPTAINS
The Sports Committee has directed that in 
order to encourage team captains to take  
a longer term involvement, and recognising 
the potential importance of their position 
and the contribution they can make, fund-
ing will now be provided for Pre-world 

contests as well as Worlds, on the following 
basis: Captains who attend both the Pre-
worlds and the Worlds will receive a double 
allocation of funds. The distribution of 
these funds will take place in timing with 
the Worlds. Captains who attend only the 
Worlds will receive a single allocation, and 
those who attend only the Pre-worlds would 
receive nothing. Instances of hardship 
under this rule will be considered on their 
merits by the ITC.

The level of funding is set so that a 
captain gaining the double allocation will 
receive about the same amount as a pilot.

OPP ORTUNI TIE S
The traditional World Championship  
classes have been regrouped. We now  
have the ‘Flapped World Championships’  
which includes Open, 18m and 15m,  
and ‘Unflapped World Championships’ 
which includes Standard, Club and World 
Classes. We do not support the World  
Class financially.

The Women’s Worlds and the Juniors’ 
Worlds remain unchanged.

For the present, our own Nationals 
remain unchanged, in that we have our 
Multi-class Nationals with Open and 18m 
flying as one group, and 15m/Standard fly-
ing as another. This creates some difficulty 
for the ITC in reconciling these groupings 
with the realities of the selection process.

TEA M  F OR F L A P P ED 
WORL DS ,  LUE SSE  2008
The Flapped World Championships will 
be held in the middle of 2008 in Luesse, 
Germany. Our team for the Pre-Worlds was 
chosen at the end of last summer, and they 
are getting onto the plane as this is being 
written. GFA president Daryl Connell is 
the team captain, with Graham Parker and 
David Jansen both flying in 18m Class.

The team includes only one pilot whose 
selection is held firm for the Worlds, Gra-
ham Parker, who qualified in 15m Class. 
This means that during the coming Multi-
class Nationals we will be looking to select 
one pilot in Open Class, and two in 18m. 
(A complicating factor is that Graham may 
well qualify next season in his new 18m 
glider, in which case the vacancies would be 

one Open, one 18m and one 15m). Daryl 
Connell is team captain for both the Pre-
worlds and the Worlds.

TE A M  F OR U N FL A PPE D 
WORL DS ,  RIE T I  2008
Terry Cubley and Bruce Taylor are attend-
ing the Pre-worlds as confirmed members of 
the team flying in Standard Class.

Peter Temple is a confirmed member of 
the Club Class team, and Simon Holding 
is attending for the fun and the experience, 
both worthy motives.

We will be looking to select one pilot 
from the coming Club Class Nationals to 
fly in the Worlds at Rieti, with one reserva-
tion. As Rieti is a site where hilly terrain 
and small-scale cultivation make for special 
levels of experience, we will only allow pilots 
with appropriate experience to represent us. 
It is worth noting that Simon got the nod 
because he was prepared to attend a special 
training period provided by the Italians prior 
to the Pre-worlds.

Mandy Temple is team captain for Pre-
worlds and Worlds, and is emerging as our 
most experienced and dedicated captain, 
having done this job twice before. Her con-
tribution is invaluable, and epitomises the 
spirit that we treasure.

TE A M FOR  WOME N’S  PR E 
WORLDS ,  HUNGA RY 2008
Past experience suggests that we will be able 
to send two pilots. All positions are available 
for selection during our next season.

TE A M FOR  JUNIORS ’  PR E 
WORLDS ,  F INL A ND  2008
Past experience suggests that we will be able 
to send two pilots. All positions are available 
for selection during our next season.

NATIONAL  S QUA D
A spin-off from all of the above is that the 
process also results in a list of the higher-
ranking pilots who are then invited to the 
National Squad training week, held at the 
end of each summer. This list starts with 
pilots who have qualified for the various 
teams, but does not necessarily end there. 
Spare remaining places are offered in turn 
to pilots outside the immediate teams, in 

T

INTERNATIONAL TEAM SELECTION
Paul Mander

IT’S TIME FOR ASPIRING PILOTS TO START MAKING THEIR PLANS FOR THE COMING COMPETITION SEA

SON, WITH I HOPE AN EYE ON GAINING SELECTION TO ONE OR OTHER OF OUR INTERNATIONAL TEAMS.
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Weather Station

Wind, rain, 
temperature, 
humidity, 
barometer,  
plus more…

Also available:

Windsocks and frames,  

handheld weather meters.

Australian Agent 
for Davis Instruments.

Ask for your 
FREE catalogue.

ECOWATCH
Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

The GFA AGM will be held on 8 September 2007 

at 10:30am – Airport Motel and Convention Centre

33 Ardlie Street, Attwood VIC 3049. 

All members are welcome and are asked  

to register by 10:00am. 

Statutory business:

• Receipt of the audited financial report

•  Appointment of State & Regional  

Board representatives

• Appointment of GFA auditors

At the conclusion of the AGM members will have 

the opportunity to meet and address members  

of the GFA Board and Executive on any matter.

The 2007 GFA Gliding Seminar will commence  

at 11:00am and run until 4:30pm 

with guest speakers on a variety of subjects.

See website for details [www.gfa.com.au].

order of ranking, up to the number of pilots 
that can be handled during the week.

No Junior has yet attended this training 
week, but two will be invited after JoeyGlide 
this year.

The focus of the week is team building, 
intensive practice in as difficult and appro-
priate circumstances as we can find, and 
issues that relate to competition flying. Some 
funding is provided by the Sports Commit-
tee and is spent on hiring suitable profes-
sional trainers (usually a sports psychologist). 
The pilots fund themselves, and contribute 
towards the cost of running the event.

CONC LUSION
The International Team Selection Commit-
tee encourages all pilots to dream the dream 
and to have a go. Aiming for team selection 
is an excellent way to approach competi-
tion flying, as it is an achievable and hugely 
rewarding objective.

Going overseas is expensive, and the 
available funds are sparse, but the rewards 
and returns are priceless. The ITC sees its 
job to be that of making available as many 
opportunities as possible for pilots to gain 
overseas experience, and of allocating those 

opportunities in as open and fair a way  
as they can.

In particular, such funding as is available 
will be given only to those pilots who meet 
the defined benchmark, and will be distrib-
uted as evenly as possible. Other suitable 
pilots may choose to take opportunities that 
present themselves, we hope, but on  
an unfunded basis.

It needs to be said that pilots who com-
pete overseas make a tremendous personal 
contribution of both time and money, and 
that this contribution is important to our 
gliding movement as a whole. Their fund-
ing derived from GFA membership is of the 
order of 10% of the direct costs involved,  
let alone overall costs. Nevertheless, this  
contribution is an enormously important 
one, conveying our collective support of 
these pilots who so bravely go, and who in 
various ways keep us up to date and involved 
in the mainstream of gliding. I can say that 
the pilots themselves value this support as 
much for the encouragement it conveys as 
for the financial significance.

Start planning now! Any queries can be 
directed to the ITC through Paul Mander, 
ph: 0417 447974 or <paul@mander.net.au>.

 

HAPPENED RECENTLY  
ON AN AIRFIELD

Martin Feeg
I was roaming the countryside when my trekking  
got me close to an airfield. Naturally I wanted to 
have a look, and did. While observing the buzz as  
a fence guest, a glider came in quite slowly with half 
airbrakes. The flair began quite high, and eventu-
ally the glider ran out of puff and stopped flying. 
Subsequently it dropped a foot or more on ‘all fours’ 
– main wheel, tail skid and both wingtips touched 
almost simultaneously. I thought it inappropriate  
to jump the fence and stick my nose into it.

Close shave? Yes, I think so. Since the pilot 
walked away without limping or support, we can 
rule out spinal injuries in this case, but it could  
easily have been this sort of scenario.

A few lessons can be learned by asking ques-
tions. Why was the approach speed so slow on a 
perfect day with no wind or wind gradient? Why 
had the airbrakes not been put away to allow for 
higher approach speed? Why was the aircraft flared 
so high? Will there be a sufficient inspection of the 
aircraft? Did the pilot realise what he was doing? 
Was there a mental block preventing appropriate 
response to the situation? If yes, how was the  
block triggered? There are many more questions  
to consider, but I will leave it up to you.

And what about yourself or a comrade. Can you 
prevent such a chain of events with some bar talk?

Safe soaring. 
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    he order had been given to Airborne 
to deliver the XT in time for a month of 
shake-down and fitting out prior to the 
  Megafauna and they did. There were some 

minor teething problems, but thanks to the 
time available, they were fully sorted by the 
time the Megafauna rolled around. Thanks are also due to Dianne at Punkinhead for 

having the covers ready on time.
Unfortunately the air over our 100 acres 

near Goulburn had other ideas and in spite 
of the weather charts looking benign, we had 
a 15kt westerly on the ground at dawn on 
the Sunday, Megafauna Day 1, which stead-
ily grew to 25kt gusts during the day. The 
wind dropped off too late in the afternoon 
to fly to Tumut where the Megafauna was 
staying for the night. At dawn on Monday, 
the wind was gusting from the west again. 
The BOM website observations showed 
winds gusting to seven knots at Cowra, 11kt 
at Tumut and 27kt WNW at Goulburn: 
#%*#! I went into the hangar alone, closed 
the door and let out a few expletives.

At 10am we made the decision to pack up 
the XT and tow it to Cowra where the Mega- 
fauna was to stay for the next two nights.

Tuesday being a scheduled lay-day, eve-
ryone else was admiring the Cowra Japanese 
Gardens, while Thi and I were busy setting 
up the trike, during which she managed to 
close the car door on her work Blackberry 
email phone. Not a good start.

T

Megafauna      or Bust
Glen Eastment

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVEN THOUGH THE MAY 2007 MUDGEE MEGAFAUNA WAS TO BE OUR THIRD IN THREE YEARS, THIS 

ONE CARRIED SOME EXTRA ANTICIPATION. WE HAD JUST COLLECTED OUR NEW XT912S FROM 

AIRBORNE THE MONTH BEFORE AND WITH THE EXTRA SPEED AND RANGE HOPED TO FLY OUT TO 

JOIN THE MEGAFAUNA AT HOLBROOK ON DAY 1 RATHER THAN TOWING TO YARRAWONGA.

Collecting the XT from Airborne 

In flight from Cowra to Parkes

Photo: Courtesy Peter McLean 
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Peter McLean does a Herculean job 
organising the Megafauna Fly-Away each 
year and managed to inject some happy 
humour during the after dinner speeches 
that night, awarding Thi a new (replica) 
phone. Thanks Anne and Peter.

Peter jokingly called me some names 
which questioned my masculinity for not 
flying in the teeth of the headwinds, but I 
later felt vindicated when told that Neville 
from Nowra had flown his Europa to Hol-
brook on Sunday against 40kt headwinds.

I think Peter should not have any prob-
lems flying his XT out of our place back  
to Yarrawonga any day of the year.

Come Wednesday morning, it was obvi-
ous we had left windy Goulburn behind and 
took off for Parkes in calm conditions with 
the rest of the Megafauna flyers. Thanks to 
the guys at Cowra airport who let us park the 
car and trike trailer out of sight behind their 
hangar for a few days. The 48nm to Parkes 
in the morning and 77nm to Mudgee in 
the afternoon went like a dream. After a dif-
ficult start we were finally flying on the 2007 
Mudgee Megafauna. It was great to be flying 
with the other trikes and ultralights again.

The scenery on track between Parkes and 
Mudgee has to be seen to be appreciated. We 
crossed ridgeline after ridgeline at 4500ft and 
had it not been for the clock and GPS, we 
would have had no idea which ridge Mudgee 
was about to appear behind. One ruggedly 
‘rustic’ flyer who flew without a GPS really 
knows what I mean and nearly ended up 
at Rylstone a day early, citing a 'magnetic 
anomaly' in the last voluminous valley to the 
south of Mudgee.

The optional flying on Thursday to Ryl-
stone and back held special meaning for me, 
as Rylstone is where I did all my trike licence 
training and I had not returned there since 
completing my licence and endorsements 
five years earlier.

Peter McLean warned that Rylstone was 
too rough for the water bomber aircraft, but 
a trike is not a water bomber and I felt com-
pelled to do a low pass at the very least to 
check it out. The low pass was not conclusive 
about RWY 09/27, but RWY 17/35 looked 
just fine, so I circled and landed on RWY 
17, followed by four other trikes, a Drifter 
and a WW1 5/8 scale replica bi-plane.

The flight to Rylstone showed just how 
low the water was in Windamere dam and the 
algal blooms were obvious even from 4000ft.

The return flight to Mudgee along the 
next valley to the north was just as pictur-
esque, but for different reasons: Seven miles 
from Mudgee, my passenger, Peter, spotted 
another trike in the distance ahead and we 

seemed to be gradually catching up, so it 
had to be either Frank Buccheri in his Edge 
X 582 Streak or Ian Willis in his XT-912 
Cruze, it turned out to be Frank. Four 
miles out from Mudgee, we were closing 
in on Frank and I just couldn’t help myself 
– I pulled the bar in, made the 912 do its 
thing and overtook Frank 100m off his left 
wingtip doing 80kt, radioing a polite 'Hello' 
as we overtook, and seamlessly entered right 
hand crosswind Mudgee RWY 22 Full Stop 
well ahead of Frank who joined circuit 
behind us.

My passenger for the Rylstone flight was 
our support bus driver, Peter, who is a Jabiru 
instructor from Bundaberg. It’s possible he 
might have caught the trike bug that day. 
Airborne's XTS-912 is highly infectious.

The Mudgee to Forbes flight on Friday 
morning was mostly a rewind of the Parkes 
to Mudgee flight two days earlier, apart 
from the air temperature suddenly dropping 
from 13 to 6ºC about two thirds of the way 
through the flight. I didn’t mention it to Thi 
in the back seat since she was already starting 
to ask, “Are we nearly there yet?” The after-
noon flight to Temora was a formality and 
my last flight with the flock for this Mudgee 
Megafauna 2007.

Saturday morning it was time to head 
home by flying in the opposite direction  
to the Megafauna flock.

Starting with 60 litres of fuel at 8:30am 
at Temora, I flew 65nm NE to Cowra, so 

Thi could drive the car back, and another 
97nm SE to our 100 acres near Goulburn 
where I finally landed at 12:30pm with 25 
litres still in the tank – nearly 300km with 
light headwinds on half a tank!

The Goulburn weather was finally 
behaving itself and apart from dodging some 
back-burn smoke a few kilometres out, the 
approach was a breeze. Just the cursory low 
pass to clear the roos and double back to 
land. Dad even had the hangar door waiting 
open for me to nose the trike into.

Thi arrived at 4pm with the car and 
trailer, having decided she should see the 
Japanese Gardens before leaving Cowra.

H G F A

Megafauna Flyers on the ground at Rylstone

Windamere Dam is blooming low 



12 Soaring Australia August 2007

  ractically, it has been nearly six years in 
   the waiting, between the learning curve 
and babysitting. Either Nick or I stay on the 
ground looking after Ellen, this means that 
our individual opportunity to fly is about 
one in every six weeks. We simply take it  
in turns. Most pilots can’t imagine this,  
but this is what having children, with both 
parents as pilots, allows you.

My day of glory finally arrived in Janu-
ary this year. However, I had to settle for 
my friend’s boyfriend as my retrieve! My 
husband did get me off the ground whilst 
babysitting our daughter Ellen on the day 
that I flew over 100km.

The Australia Day weekend was meant 
to be a small family and friends affair; the 
Fletchers (Mum, Dad and three-year old 
Ellen) with four friends (no other children 
there yet!). It turned into an international 
hang gliding fest of 14 pilots, mainly from 
Europe. My family and I drove up the night 
before, Thursday. As we carried the tow gear, 
and the weather was forecasting winds to get 
stronger later in the day on the Friday, we 

wanted to be up early and ready to get the 
best out of the day; to maximise our flying 
time. This was the first and crucial decision 
in achieving a 104km flight.

Fast forwarding… The tow car is ready. 
I’m ready and first up, but not away. The 
ceiling was about 1700ft at midday, not 
enough to tempt me to leave the comfort of 
the paddock or drag a retrieve driver out for 
a five-kilometre cross-country. I spend about 
40 minutes circling over a reservoir, creeping 
higher and higher. No one else had taken 
off, which was lucky. My thermal, although 
resident, was not big enough for two. Finally, 
I reached my 3000ft trigger to head off 
downwind. I could hear Nick in my head, 
from countless times before: “Get as high as 
you can, stay with the thermal, then when it 
dies, point down wind and glide.” It was a 
blue-sky day, so all the triggers were searched 
for on the ground. Watching for dams, 
woods, change in vegetation, lakes. This was 
the first time that my head was mapping out 
thermal sources on the ground, successfully! 
It felt great. I felt like a pilot!

I had several lows during the flight, 
when I got my legs out, ready to land. My 
personal best distance prior to this flight was 
28km last year at the annual Flatter than 
the Flatlands competition in Birchip. This 
time around I had reached about 35km 
when I got my first opportunity to consider 
a landing paddock. On approach, I got hit 
by a thermal and began climbing. I nor-
mally commit to a landing paddock and an 
approach at around 1000ft. This is my ‘bet-
ter-safe-than-sorry’ routine. God knows how 
Nick and Ellen would survive if the mother 
of the family got injured! I eventually found 
a thermal that took me to 6000ft. I’d broken 
through the inversion layer that capped my 
flying height for over an hour.  

Until now I’d been flying over paddocks 
and houses in NW direction from goal, with 
nothing else to do other than go the dis-
tance, whatever that may be. Another ther-
mal took me to 7500ft. At this stage I was 
about 75km from launch! I would have been 
ecstatic if it wasn’t for the three vomiting epi-
sodes brought on by my very uncomfortable 

H G F A

P

MY 104KM CROSSCOUNTRY
Eibhlin Fletcher

I’VE HARBOURED A FANTASY FOR A LONG, LONG TIME. IN MY DREAMWORLD, MY HUSBAND WOULD 

HAVE A SHIT OF A RETRIEVE TO COME AND GET ME AFTER MY AMAZINGLY LONG FLIGHT! I WOULD 

BE THE ONE PISSED IN THE PUB, FORGETTING WHERE I’D LEFT MY GILDER. HE WOULD BE THE ONE, 

DELIGHTED WITH MY FLIGHT, EXASPERATED AT MY INEBRIATION AND SUBSEQUENT LOSS OF MEMORY.  

Eibhlin landing in the Flatlands
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harness. It’s a bit small for me and I’ve never 
completed any distance in it before. The top 
buckle on the front of my harness sits tightly 
against my sternum when I’m in prone. This 
constant pressure is what I believe made me 
sick. Three-and-a-half hours of something 
pressing in against your sternum is, literally, 
sickening. I’d already had the straps extended 
to try and relieve the pressure – bring on 
harnesses designed for women!

Boart was an interesting place to fly over.  
I approached it from the salt flats side. Hav-
ing never seen them from the air before it 
took me a long time to figure out what I was 
a looking at. An eaves-dropper on the air-
waves who was amused by my description, 
enlightened me. There is also a large lake 
in Boart where someone was burning off 
serious steam by honing up and down the 
lake.  I cruised on marvelling at the beauty 
of Birchip from the air and the ant-like size 
of banality below me, to make 104km with 
a perfect landing to cap of an almost perfect 
day. Anyone got any tips on removing the 
smell out of the helmet chin guards?

My retrieve drivers, Matt (Budding 
pilot) and Yolanda (Partner to pilot) duly 
came and found me reading my book by 
a main road. In Australia (I’m Irish) I will 
always land by a bitumen road or a house. 
Unlike Ireland or England, in Australia you 
can land a long way from anyone or any-
thing if you’re not careful.

Being away from my daughter all day 
ensures that she is excited to see you on your 
return. Despite being only three years old, 
I got a resounding: “Well done Mummy!” 
– and a mega hug off her when I appeared 
in the Birchip Hotel, where I ravaged a per-
fectly cooked porterhouse. I got the, “I love 
you Mummy,” too, a little later, when she was 
snuggling up to me! That was almost, but 
not quite enough to make me feel guilty for 
taking some time out of our lives to enjoy 

flying, my time on my own, achieving a long 
term goal. My ‘coming of age’ flight couldn’t 
have been celebrated with better company, 
who fully understand what an achievement 
it was for me personally and for the Fletchers 
as a family.

Ellen is amazing. She makes following 
our dreams more difficult but not impos-
sible. However, she does make their attain-
ment all the more special. It’s Nick’s turn  
to fly next (he did an 
out and return to Wan-
garatta from Mt Buffalo 
the following weekend). 
Now, after my first true 
endurance flight, Nick 
got true empathy off 
me, a cold beer with an 
icecream in the land-
ing field. For the time 
being, this season I’m 
content to retire and 
focus on increasing the 
hang gliding population 
of Australia whilst pick-
ing up inebriated pilots 
who can’t remember 
where they are or where 
they left their glider!  

Many thanks to Ian 
McCelland for letting 
us use his paddocks, the 
Birchip Hotel for feed-
ing and bedding us, and 
the local shop for turn-
ing in to a production 
line to get sandwiches 
ready for us ASAP!  
Birchip made us wel-
come, with a smile  
and by now, a very 
friendly nod.

III	?AK7E	5A?	�G

Winning is a matter of flying Moyes.

MOYES - The World’s First and Most
Experienced Hang Glider Manufacturer

Over the past 38 years Moyes have been building unbeatable 
hang gliders and equipment that pilots can trust.

 The NEW Moyes Litespeed Race S is no exception. This innovative hang glider 
has been specifically designed for racing without compromising safety. 

It makes launching, landing and climbing a truly pleasurable task. 
Moyes’ exhaustive research and development produce the safest, 

highest performing hang gliders in the world.

For all sales, service, parts & support contact your nearest dealer or Moyes direct -
Moyes Delta Gliders Pty Ltd 1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019   

Tel 02 9316 4644   Fax 02 9316 8488   Email moyes@moyes.com.au  

Eibhlin, Ellen and Nick Fletcher
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ourcing membership numbers from each 
country is a monumental task, and unfor- 
 tunately many IGC delegates are not as  
co-operative as one would expect them 
to be. This year I attempted to secure the 
world average age of pilots, which would  
be a significant indicator on how the sport 
is developing or otherwise, but I had to give 
up as the majority of member countries 
could not supply those details. I would 
urge the Bureau to make it a condition of 
membership that these and like statistics are 
available each year. Having this information 
would better enable IGC to address this 
major problem. I should be able to report 
average time in the sport, number of junior 
pilots, number of female pilots, etc. I will 
try again for 2007, and will ask the IGC 
president to write to delegates now and alert 
them that these statistics for 2007 will be 
sought in November.

The following notes should be read in 
association with the membership table. A 
determined effort has been made to achieve 
accurate figures. Further new data supplied 
this year has again allowed me to correct 
some errors in previous years.

Argentina: Has had very consistent mem- 
ber numbers but experienced a 10.4% drop 
in 2006.
Australia: A 6% fall in 2006. Their mem- 
bership loss since 1995 is 27.02% – con- 
siderably greater than the world average  
of 12.56%.
Austria: At 3481, their 2006 loss amounts 
to 3.25% – this is greater than the world 
average.
Canada: No change for the year under review.

China: We could not get the latest figures 
from China despite repeated requests. We 
applied the world average decline to the 
previous year’s figures. Inconsequential  
to the overall picture.
Columbia: Appears on the table for the  
first time.
Croatia: No change.
Czech Republic: Down 2.4%, just above 
the world average.
Denmark: Down 2.5%, just above the 
world average.
Finland: Down 6.6%, double the  
world average.
France: Down 2.06%, below the  
world average.
Germany: Down 3.69%, well above the 
world average. Their decline since 1995 
amounts to 17.5%, which is 40% greater 
than the world average loss.
Greece: An increase of three members only 
for the year.
Hungary: An exception, with an increase  
of 6.1% for the year.
Iceland: We could not get the latest figures 
from Iceland despite repeated requests. We 
applied the world average decline to the 
previous year’s figures. Inconsequential to the 
overall picture.
Israel: Increase of five members for the year, 
up 2.9%.
Ireland: Increase of seven members for the 
year, up 5.8%
Italy: Another exception – up 101 members, 
6.1% for the year.
Japan: Down 5.97%.
Lithuania: Up 2.4%.
Netherlands: Down 2.3% – world average.

New Zealand: Loss of 14 members, 1.6%. 
Below world average.
Norway: Down a disastrous 11.97% for  
the year.
Poland: Loss of 225 members, a decrease  
of 8.69%.
Russia: Down 17 members, 4.85%.
Slovak Republic: Down 8.2%.
Slovenia: Another exception – up 7.7%.  
The best result for 2006.
South Africa: Down 6%.
Spain: Down 4.3%.
Sweden: Their figures are suspect. We were 
provided with 2600 for 2005 and 2600  
for 2006.
Switzerland: Against the trend – up 23 
members, 7.6%. Second best for 2006.
United Kingdom: Loss of 3.2%
USA: This is the most difficult country to 
secure any consistent or meaningful data 
from. In 2005, by agreement with the SSA’s 
former CEO, I agreed to use the FAA’s 
number of licensed glider pilots to achieve 
consistency. For some unknown reason, the 
figures were unavailable for 2006 so I was 
obliged to apply the world average decline 
percentage to their 2005 figure. Not ideal  
I know, but the only alternative I had. I am 
following up on this situation. 

World Glider Pilot  
Numbers Down Again
John Roake, for IGC

THERE HAS BEEN YET ANOTHER DECREASE IN WORLD GLIDER PILOT NUMBERS: 2,513 2.2% FOR THE 

YEAR ENDED 2006. THE DECLINE IS CONSISTENT, AS MEMBERSHIP LOSS FOR THE PREVIOUS YEAR WAS 

2.11%. OVER THE PAST 12 YEARS THE NUMBER OF PILOTS HAS FALLEN BY 12.56% FROM 127 512 IN 1995 

TO 111 492 IN 2006. I SAID LAST YEAR THAT THE DECLINE WAS ALARMING, AND THERE IS NO REASON 

TO CHANGE THAT COMMENT.

S
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Spin recovery
These photographs (see right) taken on 3 

March 2007 at Goulburn Gliding Group’s field at  
Carrick, NSW, show Rob de Jarlais (instructor) 
and student Pierre Flammer in the club’s Blanik, 
GVJ, recovering from a spin as part of Pierre’s 
training. Pierre went solo a few days after this. 
The pine tree on the left of the photograph gives 
the appearance of this recovery being close to 
the ground; it wasn’t! However it does give the 
image a great perspective.

Judy Echin (Goulburn Gliding Group)

Cable break
Saturday, 2 June 2007. “All traffic Mildu-

ra. This is glider Golf Oscar Zulu wire launching 
to 2000ft, runway two-two at the glider field.” 
“This is my first solo flight” I cheekily add.

Altitude 100+ft. Cable break. Land straight 
ahead. Stop.

This is an extreme sport. I love it!
Peter Nankivell

Retaining members
I read with interest your article in the 

June issue regarding declining membership. There 
have been letters along similar lines in recent 
issues discussing problems with gliding clubs  
and what needs to be done to rectify them.

I can identify with most of the issues raised 
in the June article and can only wonder why, 
when the problems are obviously well known, 
nothing seems to be getting done to fix them.  
I am new to gliding but have raised these issues 
with the club I am currently in, as I have already 
been affected by the problems noted in the 
article concerning the way most clubs operate. 

It would appear that most clubs are not keeping 
up with the way society has changed or catering 
to modern expectations. This is clearly why mem-
berships are declining. Clubs need to recognise 
that it is most important to provide the facilities 
trainees want; otherwise, new members will not 
return. I have spoken to several pilots of my age 
who no longer fly, and the reasons given are all 
the same: frustration at how clubs operate.

A club that I have found to be an exception 
to the norm when it comes to providing training 
is Lake Keepit Soaring Club. I would recommend 
it to anyone wishing to train with an experienced 
instructor who is willing to go out of their way 
to fit in with student needs, and to do so in a 
friendly manner that makes it possible to learn 
even if you take a bit longer than usual to catch 
on. The major difference for me was that no one 
else provides mid-week training where you can 
get the undivided attention of the instructor and 
continuous use of an aeroplane. I found that my 
training progressed much faster in this environ-
ment. I have to travel around 2,300 km to get  
my fix, but the distance is worth it if you are 
keen to learn.

If more clubs took notice of how a club can 
be run, it would encourage new pilots to stay in 
the sport rather than lose interest and drop out 
by the second year. If all clubs provided begin-
ners with a positive experience, I am sure gliding 
would not be in the situation in which it now 
finds itself. I encourage anyone interested in  
a positive training experience to get behind the 
Lake Keepit club and make sure they can keep  
up the good work.

Michael Newnham, Croydon VIC Photos: Judy Echin (Goulburn Gliding Group)

The Australian Juniors would like 
to thank all who have supported 
the movement over the last cou-
ple of years. Without this sup- 

 port the juniors would not be thriving as 
they are today. As of mid-June there are 
already 14 entries for the Nationals to be 
held at Gawler in late December. Valuable 
support has come in many ways including 
many giving their valuable time, loaning 
their valuable gliders and providing financial 

support, some willingly and others less so 
(the Mander method). We appreciate this 
help, and thank you all.

The Juniors are setting up a FLARM 
‘lending library’ The main aim of this is to 
have FLARM available to all competitors at 
the junior competitions. We are aiming to 
eventually raise enough money to purchase 
approximately 20 FLARM units to be held 
by the juniors. These units will be used at 
the junior competitions but will also be able 

to be sent to any other Australian competi-
tion requiring FLARM.

While raising the required money, we are 
also compiling a list of those FLARM own-
ers willing to loan their units for the Junior 
Nationals between 16-22 December. If you 
are able to help in any way, contact me at 
<mike.maddocks@joeyglide.com> or ph: 
0408 195337 or 07 38122029. Thank you 
all for your continuing support. 

JUNIOR FLARM
Mike Madddocks
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NSW State Gliding  
Championships 2007
Entries are coming in for the NSW State competi-
tion being held at Lake Keepit from Saturday 10 
November to Saturday 17 November. Entry forms 
and local rules are listed on our website [www.
keepitsoaring.com] (note new address).

If you’re interested I suggest you make early 
arrangements as we expect a good crowd at  
this event.

Both Multi-class competitions (Standard, 
15m, 18m and Open) and Club Class are being 
catered for. Club Class comps at State level are 
a great way for less experienced club pilots to 
try comp flying, and also give those with older 
gliders a chance. Club Class tasks will all be 
Assigned Area Tasks (AAT). We intend to set a 
mixture of fixed tasks and AAT for Multi-classes.

In the interests of safety, carriage of a work-
ing FLARM or equivalent proximity warning 
device will be mandatory. Fitting FLARM units 
to your glider will be your responsibility - Lake 
Keepit Club will not be providing extra FLARMs 
for competitors. Nigel Andrews at RF Develop-
ments [www.rf-developments.com/page008.html] 
supplies FLARM units in Australia.

Accommodation: Onsite cabins and beds will 
be reserved for workers in the comp, and you 
should make your own accommodation arrange-
ments. Camping at the airfield is available; bring 

long electrical leads. Otherwise the Lake Keepit 
Caravan Park is holding accommodation for 
the gliding club – be sure to mention you are 
part of the comp when requesting bookings. 
[www.stateparks.nsw.gov.au/keepit.html] (It’s 
filling fast). There is also the NSW State Sport 
& Recreation Centre nearby [www.dsr.nsw.gov.
au/lakekeepit/index.asp]. The nearest motels are 

at Manilla and Gunnedah, 
approximately a half-hour 
drive away.

Entries will be limited 
to 60 gliders. As Lake 
Keepit is a very popular 
site, with great variety 
(and friendly people) we 
expect a full field. We 
were oversubcribed last 
time, and unfortunately 
had to turn away some 
late entries. I suggest 
you enter early to avoid 
disappointment. 

We’ll look forward to 
seeing you in November.

Dave Shorter <dave@
shorter.net> (note no 
‘au’ in address) – 11 

Lighthouse Crs, Emerald 
Beach NSW 2456, Ph/

Fax: 02 66561979 

Online Global 
Aviation  
Exchange 
Launched
DoveBid Australasia, a 
Melbourne-based valua-
tion and global asset man-
agement services provider, 

has launched an online exchange for the aviation 
industry. Featuring exclusively through their 
website [www.dovebid.com.au], the monthly 
exchange allows the purchase and sale of all 
types of aviation-related equipment.

Linked to DoveBid’s global auction system, 
the service gives Australian buyers and sellers 
access to an international market to buy and 
sell aviation equipment. Companies with surplus 
or used equipment can list items in the global 
exchange utilising DoveBid’s offline and online 
global marketing services to attract buyers. Asset 
buyers can view and buy components from sell-
ers across the globe. DoveBid has over 40 offices 
throughout the USA, Europe and the Asia-Pacific 
region with buyers and sellers in each of these 
regions all utilising the same auction platform.

DoveBid Australasia’s General Manager Greg 
Ceniti says that as long as it is aviation related, 
any item can be listed in DoveBid’s Aviation 
Exchange. Founded in 1937, the company uses 
traditional auction methods mixed with new 
technology. For more information contact David 
Micallef (Rowland Pinder Public Relations Pty 
Ltd) on ph: 03 96865344

O V E R S E A S  N E W S
Announcement Of 2007 Wave 
Soaring Expedition To Patagonia
Participants are invited for the next gliding expe-
dition to Patagonia from early November 2007 
to mid January 2008 at San Carlos de Bariloche, 
Argentina. The aim is to practice unlimited wave 
flying under ideal meteorological conditions, with 
clearance to FL 300, and to break national and 
world records.
Gliding options
1)   The Exclusive week: You get the front seat 

of the Nimbus 4DM or the single seater 

GFA News • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

DoveBid’s General Manager, Greg Ceniti, says that the exchange has already attracted items including 
a flight simulator, airfield fire engines and a helicopter
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exclusively for yourself for one week. Cost: 
€3200 including unlimited use of the glider, 
engine and oxygen.

2)   The Relax formula: Duration is unlimited, and 
can include time for tourist activities. Cost: 
Registration fee of €1200 plus cost of flying 
at €70 per hour, up to a maximum of 6 hours. 
Additional hours free. Launching fees €2.5 per 
minute for engine use or aerotow.

3)   The Private formula: Ship your own glider in our 
container at Valbrembo airport (LILV) before the 
end of September. You or your representative 
will need to be in Buenos Aires at the start of 
November for customs clearance. The glider will 
be shipped back from Valbrembo in February/
March. Cost: Transportation fee €3500 for a 
single-seater 15/18m. 
All three options include the necessary 

instructions concerning the cordillera and radio 
procedures, and for private owners, a database 
of airports and landable strips, weather briefings, 
and ADSL and WiFi internet. 
Sightseeing and activities
Participants will also discover Argentina’s natural 
marvels, from the Iguazu falls in the sub-tropical 
north to the glacier Perito Moreno and Ushuaia 
in the south, passing petrified forests or watching 
whales and penguins. The club’s social activities 
will make your stay pleasant and convivial. San 
Carlos de Bariloche (altitude of 800m, population 
100 000) boasts one of South America’s most 
popular mountain resorts, and is connected to 
most of South America’s major centres by more 
than thirty flights per day. It offers activities such 
as volcano trekking, fishing, paragliding , wind-
surfing, kitesurfing, rafting, kayaking, swimming, 
skating, golf, sailing, horse riding, mountain bik-
ing and charter flying. (And it is the chocolate 
capital of Argentina.) See Vol à Voile magazine, 
February-March 2007, pp 34-41.
Jean-Marie Clément, Ph: +33 4 92213685 (France), 
+39 02 48705377 (Italy), Fax: +39 02 45705352, 
<info@topfly.aero>, website [www.topfly.aero]

World Air Games 2009
(Adapted from FAI News 09/07, via Terry Cubley)
The decision that Turin, Italy will host the World 
Air Games 2009 was announced by the President 
of FAI (Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, 
the World Air Sports Federation), Pierre Port-
mann, at the Olympic Museum, Lausanne, Swit-
zerland. The FAI Selection Committee reached the 
decision by a majority vote cast after the final 
presentations of the three bids on the selected 
shortlist: Moscow (Russia), Odense (Denmark), 
and Turin.

The games will take place from 7 to 13 June 
2009. The event is the world’s largest gathering 
of air sports, bringing together world champions 
and other top competitors in ten different air 
sport disciplines for a week of competition flying. 
Alongside the competition are opportunities for 

air shows, on-site demonstrations, and interactive 
activities for spectators.

Turin won after a bidding process which was 
launched in October 2006 and consisted of two 
short-listings based on a candidate question-
naire, submission of a bid book, evaluation visits, 
and final presentations. Commenting on the deci-
sion, Mr. Portmann said Turin was a great choice, 
adding “There are, however, no losers today, as 
all three bids made wonderful presentations and 
would make successful hosts for the World Air 
Games. Each bid had tremendous backing from 
their National Air Sport Federations and their 
governments. We commend them all on their 
efforts and hope that they continue their interest 
in air sport competitions”. President of the Turin 
2009 Bid Committee, Angelo Moriondo, invited 
all members of the air sports community to 
attend. The bidding process for the next World Air 
Games will be launched later this year.

For further information contact Jean-Marc 
Badan, FAI World Air Games Coordinator, ph: +41 
(0) 21 3451070 or <worldairgames@fai.org>. 
FAI website [www.fai.org].

FA I  N E W S
FAI Badge Claims to 26 June 2007
A BADGE

MEREDITH, April 11298 Bathurst

ABC BADGE 

GONSALVES, Bernard 11297 Caboolture
MIRAMONTES, Andres I. 11299 Sthn Downs

DIAMOND C

PRATT, Geoffery Arthur 223-7058
 

Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School

GlideOmarama.com

Season: October to March

Personalised soaring adventures and courses

Exciting soaring, glorious country!

All information and contacts:

www.glideomarama.com
Ph
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’d booked a plane ticket from Istanbul to 
Geneva for two weeks from my arrival date 
in Turkey. Hakim’s tour was for about 10 
days and with a couple of days either side of 
that I thought two weeks would be enough. 

My return date to Australia was unknown, 
but it wasn’t going to be for at least six 
months. I walked out of the Istanbul airport 
to be met by Hakim and his wife, Selin. 
Istanbul is an amazing place between the 
cultures of east and west. Hakim and Selin 
are amazing hosts and showed us around 
Istanbul while we waited for the other pilots 
to arrive from around Australia (Sonja 
from Byron Bay, Helga from Darwin and 
Rob, Stewart, Leanne, Julie and Peter from 
Melbourne). 

It took a while for me to get used to Tur-
key. The dawn morning prayers which radi-
ated through every nook and cranny were 
the first thing I needed to get used to. The 
first time I heard them blaring out at dawn, 
it scared the crap out of me. I thought there 
was a civil uprising! But strangely, after a few 
days, I wondered what had happened when 
I didn’t hear them. Anyway, we left Istanbul 
and headed to our first site via Gallipoli.

The first launch was at Gurle. This was 
about 1000m up the side of a valley with 
Lake Iznik and Mamara Sea at its respective 
ends. I was first to launch in light condi-
tions and worked my way around the range 
and headed east. Thermals were few and 
far between – a big inversion plagued us 
throughout our trip – but I flew nearly to 
the end of one valley and then attempted 
to return to the landing paddock, about a 
25km round trip, except the headwind on 
the way back caught me short. I landed 
amongst olive trees and spent the next 30 
minutes trying to explain to the farmer 
where I had come from and where I wanted 
to go. This was challenging given I didn’t 
speak Turkish and he didn’t speak English! 
Anyway, I finally got in contact with Hakim 
and got a lift back to launch.

By the time we were back on launch 
it was mid-afternoon and the air was very 
buoyant. I think there may have been a con-

vergence from wind coming from both the 
large masses of water at each end of the val-
ley. I remember seeing one pilot go past me 
with ‘big ears’ on only to see her go back the 
other way at the same height, still with ears 
on. I assumed she was just playing in the 
buoyant air. Later I found out she was scar-
ing herself because she couldn’t get down! It 
was a little unnerving to fly straight out into 
the valley and lose very little height, especial-
ly once it was getting dark. Unfortunately, 
it was the best place to be because at about 
200m above the ground was a horrible sheer 
layer. We all experienced some excitement 
coming in to land as our wings complained 
about the change of conditions, but we all 
landed safely.

Our accommodation during these few 
days was at the Mentes' summer house. 
This is in a small village about 30 minutes 
drive into the hills from Yalova. The friendli-
ness and help from the Mentes family was 
nothing more than amazing, the hospitality 
and generosity extraordinary. The food and 
meals were exquisitely fresh and delightfully 
Turkish. A very memorable evening was had 
smoking nargile (water pipe) and drink-
ing raki (Turkish equivalent of Ouzo) with 
Hakim, Selin and their family and friends.

Bozdag was our next launch. This was 
a bit daunting as we couldn’t see the land-
ing paddock. Actually, the inversion was so 
thick, we couldn’t see much at all. Anyway, 
we had to fly down a ridge line over a spur 
then continue down the ridge until the end 
where we were supposed to see the landing 
area opposite a service station. I launched 
and barely scraped over the spur before head-
ing down the ridge. I was a little surprised 
to see that the LZ was a small square patch 
of ploughed dirt surrounded by powerlines 
and trees. However, this was just training for 
future landings! Anyway, we all managed to 
get down safely. A second flight from here 
saw me head in a different direction. I was 
determined not to land in the ‘official’ land-
ing paddock. I ended up a few kilometers 
away, putting down in between some olive 

MEMORIES OF EUROPE
Barry Oliver

I LEFT AUSTRALIA AT THE BEGINNING OF SPRING 2006 BOUND FOR ISTANBUL. I HAD BEEN ORGANIS

ING THIS TRIP FOR A WHILE, BUT THERE WAS STILL AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT UNPLANNED. AFTER 

PARAGLIDING THROUGH TURKEY WITH HAKIM MENTES NO INTRODUCTION TO THE AUSTRALIAN 

PARAGLIDING COMMUNITY NEEDED HERE, MY PLANS WERE VAGUE TO SAY THE LEAST. 

I

Gurle Launch-the inversion is thick as soup.

BBQ Turkish style with Hakim, the Master Chef.
A patent is pending on the BBQ stand

The Bozdag LZ, which probably isn’t too bad 
if you could land across the valley. Unfortunately  
the wind doesn’t often blow that way!
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trees. The walk back to the road was in sti-
fling heat. A farmer driving past stopped and 
gave me a lift. I think he had a death wish. 
The official landing paddock was tame com-
pared to this white-knuckle drive!

One evening we launched closer to 
Bozdag and we had to land in the middle of 
town. The landing was in a small field sur-
rounded by a two metre fence. This was, and 
still is, the tightest landing area I’ve had to 
manage. Just as I lined up my final, Hakim 
called on the radio to watch for the sinking 
air just before the fence! I just made it over.

The third launch was at the amazing 
place of Pammukale, where the world herit-
age site of the ancient city of Hierapolis was 
built on top of the white "castle" of chalk.

The first launch was only a few kilome-
tres from Pammukale. It was hot and windy, 
but the inversion was curtailing any decent 
cross-country attempts. One pilot, who shall 
remain nameless, is still wanted by Turkish 
officials for totally destroying a lightpost on 
landing. No injuries were sustained, except 
stomach cramps from lots of laughing by 
all concerned. My diary for these few days 
shows an entry of ‘last night consumed too 
much beer and raki, so tummy a disaster’ 
- the less said the better!

Our next launch was from the famous 
Babadağ Mountain at Olu Deniz. The 
launch, at 1700m above the Mediterranean 
Sea, is spectacular. Landing on the beach 
in front of the numerous bars and hotels is 
very different from the other sites. The air 
can be quite congested with paragliders, let 
alone the beach with tourists. A nice touch 
is having your glider packed by the locals for 
a few dollars while you drink beer in one of 
the numerous bars on the beach front.  We 
also launched at Kas, a less popular spot, but 
equally impressive location on the Mediter-
ranean coast. The small seaside town of Kas 
was a local tourist spot, and a nice alternative 
to the commercial Olu Deniz. The views 
from these places have no suitable adjectives 
for description, so I won’t try. Needless to 
say they are impressive.

My memories of Turkey are of a hot 
place with lots of olive and fig trees and of 
incredibly friendly people, especially the 
Mentes family. The food was fresh and 
superb. The paragliding has considerable 
potential, but it is often somewhat remote, 
except for Olu Deniz which is the com-
pletely opposite. I wouldn’t go with anyone 
other than Hakim Mentes and Wild Turkey 
Adventures. It was a terrific adventure and 
we all had a great time.

Once I was back in Istanbul and on 
the internet I found a place in the French 
Alps (The Alpine Flying Centre and the 
Flyers Lodge). The Flyers Lodge is owned 

and run by Denis and Gillian and is about 
60km from Geneva. They offered guiding as 
well as accommodation and I was fortunate 
that they had a spare room in their lodge. I 
ended up spending nearly a month at Denis 
and Gillian’s place with their somewhat 
overly friendly kelpie dog, Tizzy. We flew 
regularly from de Passy Plaine Joux, which 
was about 10 minutes from the Lodge. This 
launch wasn’t that high above the surround-
ing valley, but there was a bar at the launch 
and landing paddock which made it special! 

Plaine Joux has been the training ground 
for many paragliding champions. Gener-
ally, the conditions were light, so working 
thermals at tree height became the norm. 
I found it possible to be just at tree height 
before final approach into landing and get a 
thermal and work it all the way back up past 
launch. A lot of patience was needed, often 
flying in zeros just about the trees. 

We had some nice flights from Chamo-
nix, about 20km up the road. Chamonix 
is in a steep-sided valley with chair lifts to 
the top on both sides, one to Plan Praz and 
the other to Aiguille de Midi. My most 
memorable flight was launching at Plan 
Praz, getting a thermal up the cliff face and 
following it to base at about 3000m, looking 
back to Mt Blanc at 4800m and heading 
back towards Plaine Joux and landing in the 
landing paddock there. It was only a short 
flight in a straight line but I clicked up about 
80km catching thermals up the various cliffs 
of the Alps. The views were truly remarkable.

We went to Lake Annecy and I flew 
from both the top and bottom launches. 
Again no spectacular cross-countries, due 
to strong inversions that plagued me every-
where, but the potential was obvious. It was 
also the time of the year for the Coupe Icare 
at St Hilaire, so I couldn’t miss a sidetrip 
there. The variety of things people flew, often 
into the trees, was amazing!

After a month of the French Alps I 
headed to the Pyrenees. The Pyrenees are a 
mountain range dividing France from Spain, 
with the little country of Andorra, right in 
the middle. I made contact with the presi-
dent of the Angers Paragliding Club which 
was spending a week in the Pyrenees at 
the time. The president of the Angers club, 
Christophe Gillet, went out of his way to 
make me feel at home. I ended up staying 
in a chateau in the Pyrenees owned by one 
of the club members. We drank lots of red 
wine, rode motorbikes and for the five days I 
was there, flew for four! How I fitted it all in 
I shall never know. We visited four different 
launches, the most memorable was Port de 
Lers. Here the launch is beautiful green grass 
in the shadow of a large mountain. A few of 
the pilots decided to climb the mountain, 

which was no easy task while carrying their 
wings. It took them about one and a half 
hours. The conditions were really light so 
I decided to ‘do a sleddie’ from the lower 
launch. I ended up landing three hours later, 
after launching into some amazing thermals 
which were going up to the inversion just 
below the height of the mountain behind. 
The others launched after their hour or so 
hike and within a few minutes were down at 
my height. The climb most certainly wasn’t 
worth it. However, we flew across the valley 
and back, then up another and back – it was 
amazing.

From the central Pyrenees I headed east 
to Perpignan where I stayed with Jenny 
Sawell from Clear Skies Paragliding. Perpig-
nan, is on the east coast of France, where 
the Pyrenees meets the sea. Here my most 
memorable flight was over the Cathar castle 

Taking it easy at the Hotel Hal Tur in Pammukale

Striking a pose at the Kas launch.

The Plaine Joux launch in the French Alps
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of Peyrepertuse. At launch the cycles were 
very light and I expected another sleddie. 
I launched and flew straight into a 3m/sec 
climb to base at about 2200m. For about 
three hours I flew around the range, which 
right on the top of the knife-edged ridge, 
sits an historic Cathar castle. The edge of 
the castle was a thermal trigger point and 
whenever I needed to get back up, I simply 

flew to this spot and circled back to base. 
Looking back towards the west and the Pyr-
enees and east out into the Mediterranean 
provided breathtaking views. There were 
many other launches which I visited and had 
great flights from.

From Perpignan I went south down 
through Spain and although I had a couple 
of flights down the coast of Spain, my most 
memorable was in the Sierra Nevada in 
southern Spain. To say the flying here was 
not for the fainthearted was an understate-
ment. The Sierra Nevada, at least to the 
north-west, was a myriad of tight valleys and 
ridges. The wind blew from every direction 
and thermals seemed to have a mind of their 
own, which didn’t seem to link at all with 
mine. It was here I had my first injury due 
to an uphill landing in a recently ploughed 
field. Thankfully, it was nothing more than a 
sprained ankle which didn’t stop me flying, 
but it gave me more respect for this snowy 
mountain! From the Sierra Nevada it was 
across to Portugal, up the coast and back 
across to Madrid and home without another 

flight. This wasn’t because of lack of oppor-
tunity, but because of other commitments.

All up I was away for six months and 
met some amazing pilots who have become 
my friends. The trip wasn’t only about parag-
liding, it was about seeing new places and 
meeting new people. The parawaiting was 
often as enjoyable as the paragliding! Flying 
in Turkey was the most remote, the flying in 
the French Alps the least remote, often with 
bars and restaurants at launches and land-
ings. The flying in the Pyrenees was in 
between these extremes.  

The people who helped me in this adventure were 
in Turkey: Hakim Mentes and Wild Turkey Tours 
<info@WildTurkeyAdventures.com>, in the French 
Alps: Denis Trott and The Alpine Flying Centre 
<info@flyers-lodge.com>, in the Pyrenees: Jenny 
Sawell and Clear Skies Paragliding <info@fly1166.
com> and in Spain: Carlos González and Horizonte 
Vertical <info@horizonte-vertical.net>. These were 
paid guides. Special mention and grateful acknowl-
edgement goes to Christophe Gillett, the president of 
the Angers club in France who helped me enormously 
as a fellow pilot <http://envolanjou.ifrance.com/>.

A Cathar castle in the Pyrenees (circled). 
This was an amazing thermal trigger point
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It’s basically only a paddock with a 
 mowed runway on it and because 
 of that it’s not the smoothest piece 
  of ground. A couple of times it had 

happened that the hose of the pitot pipe has 
come loose after a landing, but during the 
pre-flight I always push it in again, thinking 
that I really should glue it in… However,  
on this special day I had just come back 
from a local flight and landed for a drink 
when Sabine (the best wife I could get) told 
me that some local wants to go for a flight. 

I was actually glad to hear that because  
I wanted to take off again anyway and this  
way I would have a reason to fly. So I took 
off and flew the short distance to the local 
airstrip. As I made my inbound call, I 
thought to myself that the sun was pretty 
low already. Anyway, I landed there to pick 
him up and after a short passenger briefing 
we took off again. It is a beautiful landscape 
here in Lakeland which you wouldn’t expect 
if you are only on the ground. So he was 
quite amazed by the scenery, especially with 
the sun so low…

We flew over a nearby dam and stirred 
up some cockatoos which had already come 
together to sleep. We continued our flight 
further to the Byrestone Range, but once we 
climbed up, I saw the sun was further down 
than it should be, so I took a shortcut from 
my usual scenic flight and headed straight 
back to the airstrip. 

After we landed the sun was just about 
to go down. I dropped my friend off and 
after a short, “Goodbye, have a nice flight,”  
I took off again to fly back to my home air-
strip. I was pretty sure I was going to make 
it, otherwise I would have left the aircraft 
at the airstrip. After I took off and flew for 
about five minutes, I noticed that the speed 
indicator failed and showed pretty much 
nothing  – this was not good, because I 

didn’t have the time to go back to fix it.  
“The bloody hose behind the pitot pipe slipped 
out again!” I thought to myself, “I should 
have glued it in a long time ago.” Yet I con-
tinued flying and once I reached the little 
hill located right in between the Lakeland 
airstrip and our airstrip, it was pretty much 
dark. Luckily Sabine had grabbed our 4WD 
and parked it in front of the runway with the  
high beams on. So I at least could see where 
I had to go. Once I was on final and came 
lower, I went straight into the light and 
couldn’t see a thing. On top of this there was  
a bit of a crosswind as well. I felt like a moth 
flying around a bulb at night time. I missed 
the runway and touched only the top of the 
tall grass beside it and did go around in a 
pitch black night. It should have been a full 
moon this night which would have been good  
in this situation, but there was a big cloud in 
front of it. On the nearby highway was a bit 
of traffic so I knew at least where I was.

Second attempt. I did a nice circuit, 
descended a bit at the base leg, trying not  
to stall because the speed indicator didn’t 
work. So to be safe, I was always a bit too 
fast. Once on final again, I tried to stay a bit  
more to the left. Again I got blinded by the 
car, again I couldn’t see a thing. I knew I was  
too fast and I knew the strip was not as long 
as the Lakeland Strip (1200m), but I had to 
land somehow. Once I saw the markers at 
the beginning of the runway flashing out of 
the bright dark, I tried to push her down, 
but I was still too fast and at the end of the 
runway was the car! Still I couldn’t see a 
thing, but tried to steer right into the light 
thinking that between me and the light must 
be the runway. I considered to go around 
again, but there was still a chance, so I tried 
to slow her down. I flared a bit more but, 
of course, climbed again. Now I felt I had 
the right speed to land, but would the run-

way be still long enough? I decided to try 
it anyway and hoped Sabine would see me 
appearing out of the dark and drive the car 
out of the way.

So I pushed Esmeralda (the trike) down 
again and now she stayed down, but she 
seemed still pretty fast and the car was com-
ing closer. Shortly before I hit the car Sabine 
shifted it and I rushed past and stopped just 
before the fence. I was glad to be on the 
ground and had a pretty good feeling prob-
ably because the adrenaline was still pump-
ing right into the tips of my hair. 

But the good feeling changed very soon 
when I cut the motor and I could hear 
Sabine swearing on me. Oh boy, she was 
mad! She’d really thought I was going to kill 
myself – which I couldn’t understand at this 
stage because everything had been under 
control (most of the time). I can put this one 
down to experience and I don’t want to go 
through it again because it was really danger-
ous. Luckily there wasn’t a scratch either on 
me nor on the trike, but it could have ended 
really badly or even fatal.

Always watch your daylight! 

You Better Know The End Of Daylight
Alexander Rohrseitz

IT HAD BEEN A NICE  

AND CALM WEEKEND FULL OF FLYING  

WITH MY MICROLIGHT. I WAS JUST ABOUT  

TO LAND ON OUR NEWLY MOWED AIRSTRIP  

IN FRONT OF OUR HOME. 

Esmeralda on final for Runway 17 Lemon Springs/Lakeland

Esmeralda and Alex at the Lakeland airstrip

H G F A
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VINTAGE REGATTA
AT WONDAI 

AIRFIELD, 
QUEENSL AND,  

9  TO 11  JUNE 2007
Ron Geake 

n Sunday 10 June came truly a magic  
         moment: I was soaring my ES60  
         Boomerang at 4500ft just to the  
      south of Barambah District Gliding 
Club’s (BDGC) airfield, in company with a 
Grunau Baby 2, a Foka 5 and two K6s. All 
the dreams of having such an event had been 
realized, and all the effort made worthwhile.

The weather immediately prior to the 
event was drought-breaking, with 65mm of 
rain followed by two days of Antarctic winds 
which, fortunately, abated by Saturday. 
However, this did not dampen the spirit and 
enthusiasm of the attendees, and an abso-
lutely marvellous time was had by all.

Fearing strong cross-winds would ham-
per the Auster’s ability to launch, arrange-
ments had been made to hire the reverse 
pulley system from the Boonah Gliding 

Centre Inc. The launch vehicle had to be 
transported over 300km, anchor points for 
the pulley manufactured, 2m holes dug 
for the units to be concreted in place, and 
2000m of 8mm rope laid out – all within 
three weeks.

After some initial teething problems, 
we had success. The Grunau Baby 2 was 
launched to 2100ft using 1800m of rope, 
with almost perfect speed control within  
the 38 to 42kt speed range of the Grunau. 
This system will now remain under hire  
at Wondai.

We are deeply grateful for the efforts of 
all attendees, in particular to Leigh Bunting 
who came all the way from South Australia 
and was the star attraction with his beauti-
ful GB2. The Foka 5 GEF was manned 
by pilots from Boonah. Bernard Gonsalves 
brought his K6 CR GSR, and Nigel Arnot 
his Ka6 GNO. Sadly, last-minute work 
problems prevented Laurie Simpkins from 
attending with the T31b. The Auster MSP 
flown by Carl Mengersen and myself gave 
excellent launches, although we had prob-

lems coping with the speed range of the 
GB2, so the pulley system was a godsend. 
The weather problems curtailed any organ-
ised tasks but everybody had some enjoyable 
soaring flights.

Special thanks go the Joyce Sefton, sec-
retary of the local aero club, for catering for 
us. A tidy sum was raised for the Royal Fly-
ing Doctor Service due to her efforts to help 
commemorate their 78th anniversary.

The BDGC is a small group of very 
experienced pilots who gave me full sup-
port to enable me to fulfil my dream. To my 
friends Carl Mengersen, Simon Rammelt, Ib 
Braes, Neville Badior and Geoff Wendland: 
my gratitude for your help and support. 
Finally, thank you to Boonah Soaring Centre 
Inc. for making the reverse pulley system 
available; in particular to Phil Slocombe for 
his tremendous efforts to get us operational.

A small but highly successful inaugural 
Vintage Regatta which will be repeated next 
year with vintage fly-ins planned quarterly in 
the meantime. 

Author in the T31

    his T31 started with the Royal Australian 
Navy Gliding Association in 1954. It went 
through Tamworth, Namoi and Amberly 
 Gliding Clubs before being swapped for an 
ES57 Kingfisher by my father Gilbert Simp-
kins. It has been in our family ever since, 
and was removed from service in 1975 for 
an overhaul which lasted eight years. It flew 

again in 1991. Over the next two years it 
logged three hours, and was mothballed 
again in 1993.

I decided to return it to service in time 
for the vintage regatta at Wondai and it was 
completed just in time, but (as noted by Ron 
Geake above) unfortunately missed the event 
due to work problems. A week later I finally 
flew the aircraft for the first time in 14 years 
on Sunday, 17 June, at Boonah Gliding 
Club, and it behaved well. I only stayed up 
for 15 minutes as the varios refused to work.

Recently I converted Phil Slocombe to 
the aircraft, as I had to tow, and after sorting 
out a leaking Cosim vario he had two flights, 
one of which was 45 minutes with a gain of 
about 1000ft in rather weak conditions. 
Since then, three more members have 
enjoyed the experience of low performance 
(17:1 glide ratio) open cockpit flying, and a 
few more are waiting for a go. 

      intage 
   gliding  
corner
V

O

T31B  TANDEM T UTOR VH GD W 
Laurie Simpkins

T
Phil Slocombe in the T31
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How is the NSWGA like Mark 
 Twain? “It’s a running joke,” 
 I hear from the few of you 
  who didn’t flip to the Page 3 

girl as soon as you saw the initials, but that is 
not the answer I’m after. 

Actually, like Sam Clemens, it is that 
rumours of its death have been greatly exag-
gerated. Its Lazarus-like act was made public 
when the first meeting for many years of the 
presidents of its affiliated gliding clubs was 
held in Narromine over the weekend of 16 
to 17 June. Less than a complete roll-up of 
clubs was attained, but a substantial majority 
of the gliding pilots in NSW was represented 
with attendance from Narromine, Canberra, 
Central Coast, Lake Keepit, Bathurst and 
Southern Cross.

The death of NSWGA’s long-time presi-
dent, Eric Sweet, was a shock last year and 
caused a fairly basic rethink about how the 
State Association should operate and what 
(if anything) was a useful role for it. There 
was a serious debate about whether it served 
any useful purpose at all. One fundamental 
project initiated by Eric which continued 
was to change the structure from a company 
to an incorporated association, just as most 
gliding clubs have already done. This would 
allow us to avoid $1000 bills each year to 
post out the annual reports to 800 individu-
als who don’t want to know – and stop us 
worrying all the time that we were exposed 
to an ASIC fine for missing a deadline for 
some obscure report. That no-brainer was 
pursued and has nearly come to fruition. A 
new set of rules has been drafted, and we 
hope the change will occur following mem-
ber approval at the AGM this year on 25 
August, somewhere near Camden, around 
lunchtime. Don’t miss it!

That change alone will free up a lot of 
the executive’s time and energy. Under the 
proposed new constitution the main and 
core membership will be the 27 affiliated 
gliding clubs, although there will also be 
provision for individual members. A good 
description of its role would be the NSW 
Council of Gliding Clubs. It’s intended 
that a representative from each of the clubs 
will make up the committee of NSWGA, 
and it’s hoped that the whole committee 

will assemble at least annually – hopefully 
represented by their presidents – so that this 
year’s meeting will be the first of an annual 
event. It’s envisaged that the day to day work 
of NSWGA will be done by the officers, but 
the direction of efforts and decisions about 
allocation of resources will be made at the 
annual presidents’ meeting.

Currently, NSWGA’s main role is to find 
a club to run the annual NSW State Glid-
ing Championships, but it hardly requires 
an incorporated association to do that! It 
is also the conduit for NSW government 
sports funding, and that seemed a useful and 
important role to develop. Those drafting 
the rules felt this role could be developed 
so that NSWGA could become a resource 
helpful to all clubs in the region. Assembling 
information about who makes grants, the 
way these grants can be accessed, the format 
and structure of applications and the areas 
where funding may be available seems use-
ful. The recent award of a women’s coach-
ing training grant to one of NSW’s young 
women pilots was a DSR grant obtained 
through NSWGA’s efforts. It was also seen as 
a useful forum in which NSW clubs could 
coordinate efforts and pool information on 
such areas as marketing.

So, after some consideration, John Rap-
pell, the vice president of NSWGA until 
Eric’s passing gave him a field promotion, 

and the newly revised executive, felt that 
rather than fold the entire show and reduce 
the level of bumf in Australia by a tiny 
amount , it might be worth trying heart-
massage and seeing if NSWGA could be  
put to good use. So a president’s meeting 
was called.

The people who came to Narromine 
represented about 500 of the region’s 800 
GFA members and seemed to generally agree 
with the path we’d set. We drafted an ambi-
tious programme for the future. A good, 
constructive, occasionally noisy meeting 
was had with vigorous participation from 
most of those present. Even Beryl reluctantly 
dragged herself away from cooking dinner 
and forced herself to take part in the debate, 
to everyone’s benefit. I think most people 
went home feeling that it was possible they 
hadn’t wasted the weekend (it was a dud for 
soaring anyhow) and we hope that NSWGA 
will once again become a live and lively 
organisation doing useful things for the clubs 
in our region.

If your club was there, thank you for 
coming and do come to the AGM to make 
things actually happen. If your club wasn’t, 
you missed a great Beryl dinner on Saturday 
night – and don’t worry, the rest of us will 
look after your interests all the same. Truly 
we will…You don’t have to worry…  
Scout’s honour… 

NSW GLIDING ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENTS’ MEETING
John Rappell

Back row (left to right): Alan Wilson, Graeme Cant, Jim Kent, Mrs and Dennis Meyer, Phil Jones, Margaret Jones, 
John Rappell, Chris Bennett, Vic Hatfield 
Middle Row (left to right): Beryl Hartley, Martin Wookey, Rob Lillywhite, Jenny Ganderton 
Front row (left to right): Bob McDonald, Shinzo Takizawa, Aaron Stroop
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Flying at Wazza’s Knob, WA

Photo: Mirek Generowicz
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   any things change and many things 
          stay the same. Some of the things that 
           have steadfastly remained is the feel 
              of the wind on the pilots face and 
the camaraderie between all the people that 
partake in the experience of free flight.

Here is a quick history of the sport of 
Hang Gliding and the national level compe-
titions and competitors. 

1976  TO 1 9 80 
Steve Moyes, Rick Duncan, Equal: Tim 
Travers and Steve Powter, Rick Duncan, 
Steve Moyes 
Even with the rapid emergence of foot-
launch hang gliding in the mid-70s, our 
competitors were still flying glides with  
figure eights around pylons or 360º turns  
to finish the flight with a spot landing as 
was required of the tow kite era. 

The first foot-launched Nationals were 
held in 1976 at Mt York in the Blue Moun-
tains west of Sydney and were won by Steve 
Moyes, who also dominated the tow comps 
of that era. The 1977 Nationals at Mt 
Elephant in Victoria were won by another 
keen young tow graduate by the name of 
Rick Duncan. However, this competition 
introduced many competitors to thermals. 
This was an accidental consequence of flying 
a volcanic plug in summer, with these unex-
pected blobs of lift tending to mess-up land-
ing approaches or by comparison the sink 
would reduce a flight to a rapid plummet  
to the bottom. 

By 1978 pilots had learnt a little more 
about the vagaries of convective lift and 
headed to Burra in SA, hoping to test these 
new-found skills. The weather unfortunately 
failed to cooperate (this still remains a prob-

lem) and the ultimate winners/survivors 
were Steve Powter and Tim Travers in a 
tied result. Even though we had learnt how 
to utilise thermals, our competitions still 
revolved around pylon courses, with little  
or no allowances for pilots flying in dramati-
cally varying conditions. In 1979 and 1980 
the tow launch Nationals seemed to regain 
dominance and it was not until 1981 at Mt 
Buffalo, that pilots started to demand greater 
organisation and better tasks which would 
test their free-flying skills and objectives 
more realistically. 

The gliders being used in competition 
now are very different to the original hang 
gliders that started the sport. The Rogallo 
design, produced originally by Frances 
Rogallo as a re-entry vehicle for space craft, 
was changed by John Dickenson in Grafton, 
in 1963, to produce a ‘hang glider’ which 

was then used as a stunt spectacle by the 
likes of Bill Moyes at shows and festivals. 
Bill’s antics caught on as a sport and gliders 
were soon being built and flown all over  
the world.

By the late 1970s the design of the glid-
ers was changing rapidly – they became safer, 
stronger and able to glide greater distances, 
and were now able to climb quite easily in 
rising currents of air. All it took now, was 
for the pilots to learn how to recognise and 
use those elusive updrafts. In the mid to 

A QUICK HISTORY OF THE 
SPORT OF HANG GLIDING
Contributed and updated by Ian Jarman and Michael Zupanc

JUST AS THE SPORT AS A WHOLE HAS MADE RAPID PROGRESS FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS WITH 

THE AERODYNAMIC IDEAS OF JOHN DICKENSON IN GRAFTON, AND FROM THERE, BEHIND THE BOATS 

OF THE WATER SKI AND KITE FLYERS ASSOCIATION, THE OBJECTIVES AND STYLE OF OUR NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS HAS ALSO EVOLVED. TECHNOLOGY HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY THROUGHOUT 

THE YEARS, BOTH IN TERMS OF GLIDER DESIGN AND IN THE INSTRUMENTS WE FLY WITH AND THE 

MEANS THAT COMPETITIONS ARE SCORED BY.

M

1981: Mega 2 (above) and Super 2 (right) 
were high performance gliders in their day
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A rigid wing Fledge

late 1970s, the world governing body of 
air sport, the FAI, took a good look at this 
emerging sport and created some definitions 
and regulations. They created classes for 
these foot-launched gliders, with the Rogal-
lo, flex-wing style gliders, becoming Class 1 
Hang Gliders, and the rigid wing, aeroplane 
style foot-launched gliders becoming Class 2. 

In 1976, the first Hang Gliding World 
Championships were held in Kössen, Aus-
tria, with Steve Moyes coming third. There 
was also a Class 2 Championship and a 
Standard Rogallo Class. K. Battle and Rick 
Duncan contested those classes respectively.

1979 saw the World Championships 
held in Grenoble, France. The Australian 
team was Steve Moyes and Peter Brown. 

19 81  TO 1985 
Phil Mathewson, Steve Blenkinsop,  
Alan Daniels, Danny Scott, Phil Flentje 
The move to Mt Buffalo saw the change to 
true cross-country tasks, if only at a limited 

level. Phil Mathewson became National 
Champion. There were still pylon judges 
for short courses and duration tasks, but 
these were now interspersed with true cross-
country days where ‘open distance’ was all 
the rage as pilots daily improved on per-
sonal bests. The summer of 1982 saw Steve 
Blenkinsop hold things down just long 
enough to earn the National Champion 
title. However, early in that season Rob 
DeGroot produced a flight of 250km which 
ensured that the national championships 
were bound to return to the Mt Buffalo 
region. Drought conditions prevailed at Ben 
Nevis for the 1983 Nationals, where smoke 
haze and raised dust from the devastat-
ing Ash Wednesday fires created problems 
for the photo turnpoints that had been 
introduced in order to provide longer tasks. 
The comps were run using a heats system, 
with scores allocated for placing within the 
heat. Alan Daniels was victorious in 1983, 
with Danny Scott and Phil Flentje being 
crowned National Champions in the 1984 
and 1985 comps respectively. It was at Ben 
Nevis in 1984 that the 40 or so competition 
pilots that gathered in the Buangor Pub on 
a bad weather day, decided to form a Com-
petitions Committee. The committee was 
elected from those gathered with the major 

objective of developing and designing a bet-
ter competition format and scoring system. 

Glider design was undergoing a genera-
tional change. The hang glider wings were 
becoming more like aircraft wings with the 
‘cross tubes’ being enclosed inside the wing 
and the ‘deflexor wires’ disappearing from 
the leading edges of the wings. 

Rainbow, 1981: The EF5 (rigid wing) was a popular 
Australian design from Ewen Fagen in Victoria

The “TV Set” was an instrument made by Mike 
Borgelt and the pinnacle of technology of the era.  
It had netto vario, glide computer and all the gizmos 
taken for granted now, there is also the 27Mhz radio 
lashed to the downtube

An Enterprise Wings Foil launches from the Buangor ramp

Some photos from a 1984 trip to an airstrip 
at Bond Springs, just on the north side of  

Alice Springs to do some flying

H G F A
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The Australian team for the World Meet 
in Beppu, Japan, in 1981 consisted of Steve 
Moyes, Steve Gilmore, Dennis Cummings, 
Gregg Rogerson, Wes Hill and Robert French.

Tegelberg, Germany, in 1983, saw victo-
ry for Steve Moyes. Steve’s team mates were 
Rick Duncan, Phil Mathewson, Ian Jarman, 
Alan Daniels and Steve Powter.

In Kössen again for 1985, Steve Moyes 
finished third, with Rick Duncan, Steve 
Blenkinsop, Ian Jarman and Danny Scott. 

1986  TO 1 9 9 0 
Steve Moyes, Rick Duncan, Rick 
Duncan, Ian Jarman, Steve Moyes 
With the HGFA considering a bid for the 
1988 World Championships, the Nation-
als made their inevitable return to the 
Bright/Buffalo area. The scoring system had 
changed, heats were still utilised, but pilots 
were now also scored against the field and 
upon relative performance. The number 
of pilots had increased to over 60 and the 
process of trialling comp formats and scor-
ing systems had begun in earnest, albeit 
to a fair amount of criticism. Steve Moyes 
had taken the title, but once again with the 
increasing number of top overseas entrants, 
the actual first and second placegetters were 

visitors. The Comps Committee returned to 
the Swan Masters the following year with a 
whole new concept, computer trialled and 
tested at lesser competitions. As this was 
the lead-up meet to the next World Cham-
pionships, 150 entrants put the system to 
the test. Rick Duncan could find no fault 
with the scoring system, nor with the flying. 
Twelve rounds with daily tasks averaging 
over 100km, but these were not open dis-
tance tasks. The equipment and competi-
tor’s skill now allowed for more convenient, 
yet more challenging out and return or 
triangular courses. The larger field required 
several launch sites to be utilised with elimi-
nation rounds followed by a cut to a finals. 
A win at the Australian Championships was 
now indeed a great achievement. History 
records that Rick’s victory was a precur-
sor to his leading the Australian Team to 
Individual and Team Gold at the following 
World Championships in 1988. 

The hosting of the Worlds saw the 1988 
Nationals postponed until October and 
moved to Killarney in SE Queensland. Once 
again Rick Duncan took the Title of Austral-
ian Champion.

With only finetuning to our competition 
format, the next two Nationals ran smoothly, 
but were as different as Killarney was to Ben 
Nevis. It was back to Buffalo in 1989 for 
another arduous 11-day event of elimina-
tions and finals. Ian Jarman, the National 

The Mt Buffalo ramp was built for the World meet in 1988 as a second launch for the mountain

Bogong: This is how the site looked when it was new

An example of the corporate sponsorship that 
was enjoyed during the mid to late 1980s.  
This one was courtesy of Swan Breweries
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Team Coach for the 1988 and 1989 World 
Championships was a convincing winner, 
while at Corryong in 1990 Steve Moyes’ 
consistency saw him take yet another title. 

Mt Buffalo, Victoria, 1988, and Rick 
Duncan wins with Steve Moyes third. The 
rest of the team consisted of Mark Newland, 
Drew Cooper, Carl Braden, Neil Mersham, 
Russell Duncan and Danny Scott. 

1989 in Fiesch, Switzerland, was com-
peted by Steve Blenkinsop, Drew Cooper, 
Mark Newland, Steve Moyes, Carl Braden 
and Rick Duncan. 

19 91  TO 1995 
Steve Moyes, Mark Newland, Drew 
Cooper, Mark Newland, Mark Newland 
The 1991 Nationals returned to Mt Buffalo, 
where Steve Moyes successfully defended his 
title in some fairly inverted conditions. The 
Open then moved to the HGFA National 
Office location of Tumut, with once again 
some inverted and fairly stable conditions 
heralding the start of a long drought. Mark 
Newland was the highest placed Australian 
at the 1992 Open, with Tomas Suchanek 
and the French beginning to show some real 
dominance. It had been quite a few years 
since the Open had been held in the West-
ern Victorian area of Mt Cole/Ben Nevis, 
where Drew Cooper finally took the title 
in 1993. Drew had been the number one 
ranked pilot since 1991 and was to retain 
that ranking in 1994 when Mark Newland 
took the trophy back in an interesting bat-
tle at Mt Beauty. Mark maintained that 
good form to win in 1995, when the Open 
leapt back to the future as a tow meet in the 
drought stricken NSW western plains town 
of Hay. As usual, the presence of a hang 
gliding event brought relieving rains to the 
farmers which created a nightmare for com-
petition organisers. 

As the 1990s continued, the empha-
sis was changing once more as pilot skill 
levels continued to increase. The current 
style competitions continued to evolve in 
new directions to ensure that each pilot is 
challenged and that those new challenges 

encompass all the pilot’s skills, knowledge 
and advancing new technologies. Considera-
tion of spectators and promotional aspects 
are also beginning to have an effect on com-
petition formats if the sport is to grow. 

A new professionalism is emerging; 
competition pilots must not only have 
more airtime, they must supplement this 
with strength and endurance conditioning. 
As flights extend in both time, length and 
accuracy of performance, greater meteorol-
ogy and strategic skills need to be developed. 
Pilots with an ability to adapt to and use 
new technologies to their best advantage 
gain a competitive edge. This adaptability 
becomes increasingly more important as 
events are modified to attract greater media 
exposure and sponsorship. 

The World Championships as a tow 
launch event scheduled for Forbes, NSW, 
in 1998 proved to be a catalyst for major 
changes in technology and direction. The 
concept of a tow-launched World Cham-
pionship was new and also, the traditional 
ground-based towing was being challenged 
by aerotowing; bringing gliders aloft by tow-
ing them up behind trikes. The emergence  
of the Europeans as a major force in the 
early 1990s looked like continuing at least 
until that event. Australian pilots needed  
to work very hard if they were to regain  
the dominance enjoyed a decade earlier. 

1995 saw the beginning of a genera-
tional change with Class 1 Hang Gliders. 
There were prototype gliders flying without 
any top rigging! Cantilevered beams inside 
the wing allowed a new resurgence in glider 
design to begin and new realms of perform-
ance to be enjoyed. 

Governador Valadarez, Brazil, in 1991 
was contested by Drew Cooper, Steve 
Moyes, Mark Newland, Steve Blenkinsop 
and Carl Braden.

The mighty Owens Valley, USA, 1993, 
saw Steve Moyes, Mark Newland, Drew 
Cooper, Dave Adams, Carl Braden and Rus-
sell Duncan do battle in the desert. 

The 1995 World Championships were 
held in the mountains around Ager, Spain. 
The Australian team consisted of Drew 
Cooper, Steve Blenkinsop, Michael Zupanc, 
Geoff Tullock, Mark Newland, Steve  
Gilmore and Steve Moyes. 

1 9 9 6  TO  1999 , 
Geoff Tulloch, Rohan Holtkamp,  
Joel Rebbechi, Grant Heaney 
As the 1990s drew to a close, the required 
pilot skill levels and the refinement of com-
petition equipment continued to increase.

H G F A

This German built bowspit ‘Saphir’ is a glider design 
without a crossbar and was a popular idea for a while

Top and right: Eungella used to be a very popular 
competition, the ramp and set-up area

Cooks Myall was one of the early flatlands competitions, 
held amongst the thistles!
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A new type of hang glider is produced in 
Europe. This new concept uses a ‘rigid wing’, 
like the wing of a sailplane, but it is steered 
by spoilers that are activated by the pilot 
moving his weight. The makers try to get 
this high performance wing entered into the 
upcoming World Championships at Forbes 
as a Class 1 Hang Glider (weightshift con-
trol). Fortunately (or unfortunately) Michael 
Zupanc had seen these gliders in Europe and 
knew that they were not ‘real’ hang gliders, 
but actually Class 2 gliders. Controversy 
erupted and after much haggling, Mike relent- 
ed and said they were free to enter their glid-
ers in the event. They would simply have the 
spoilers wired shut, and could then weight-
shift their aircraft as much as they liked. 
Needless to say, they didn’t bother to enter.

The 1998 World Championships were 
held as a tow launch event at Forbes, NSW, 
with Ian Jarman as Team Coach once more. 
As expected, the European teams continued 
their dominance and although the Austral-
ian team took a credible fourth place behind 
Austria, Germany and Italy, it is apparent 
that some serious rebuilding of our elite 
performer stocks is now overdue. It is no 
coincidence that winners of our National 
Championship since 1996 were all on the 
team at Forbes.

1998 saw the use of GPS flight verifica-
tion systems, that ran off the existing track 
log functions of standard GPS instruments, 

used successfully in competitions for the first 
time. This concept had been used previously, 
but worked by using special equipment 
which was expensive and impractical for use 
in hang gliders. Tim Cummings developed 
a software system that used common hand-
held GPS units, but was still ‘secure’, that is: 
Pilots could not cheat! This Australian-bred 
system was eventually to replace photographs 
as the means of verifying competition flights.

The Australian team at the Forbes 
World Championship consisted of Rohan 
Holtkamp, Kraig Coomber, Drew Cooper, 
Steve Moyes, Geoff Tullock, Grant Heaney, 
Dave Adams and Michael Jackson.

Monte Cucco, Italy in 1999, saw Steve 
Moyes, Joel Rebbechi, Phil Schroder, Len 
Paton and the husband and wife pairing  
of Grant and Tove Heaney contest the title. 

2000  TO 2 0 0 1 
Joel Rebbechi, Rohan Holtkamp
The new millennium has GPS flight veri-
fication firmly entrenched as the primary 
means of flight verification for competition. 
The system pioneered by Tim Cummings 
has been copied around the world, and the 
Australian Competition rules are the bench-
mark for the international rules.

The National competitions are tow events 
at Hay, with diminishing attendance by local 
pilots, but with generally good flying weather. 
The costs and pressures of high level competi-
tion diminishes our attendance at overseas 
competition, but there is a high level of Euro-
pean and American attendance at our events. 
The Australian pilots struggle on the interna-
tional competition scene and were dealt a fur-
ther blow when a promising new competition 
pilot, Joel Rebbechi, who has become a major 
international threat, tragically dies.

2001 saw a new event concept, the all-
aerotow competition, held at Forbes. The 

weather was hot and the flying was good, 
with many overseas pilots attending. Jon 
Durand took the honours as the highest-
placed Australian, whilst coming seventh  
in the comp.

The 2001 World Championships in 
Algodonales, Spain, saw Rohan Holtkamp 
finish fourth, with Steve Moyes, Jon 
Durand, Phil Pritchard, Lloyd Pennicuick 
and Neva Bull contesting the meet.

2 0 0 2  TO  2003 
Kraig Coomber, Kraig Coomber
The Nationals were, again, tow competi-
tions at Hay. The weather is not that good, 
with days lost to strong winds in both 
competitions. Aerotowing is now firmly 
entrenched with a significant portion of the 
competition field opting for aerotow launch-
es. Australian participation at the Nationals 
is becoming quite small, but strong interest 
from overseas pilots means that these events 
remain successful. Towing is the main 
competition format for the AAA sanction 
events with Hay and Deniliquin hosting the 
premier competitions. Topless gliders are 
now essential for pilots wishing to get high 
ladder points, which has meant that pilots 
who are not able to purchase these new and 
significantly more expensive gliders are at a 
performance disadvantage. ‘Floater’ gliders, 
slow flying, exposed crossbar gliders, which 
traditionally have been used as learner glid-
ers (although many years ago they were the 
high performance super ships), have gained 
a new clientele from the ranks of the expe-
rienced pilots wanting to be able to fly as in 
‘the good old days’ – skimming sand dunes 
and just generally taking it easy. 

At the opposite end of the performance 
scale, the cantilevered rigid wing gliders 
barred from the Forbes World Champion-
ships are also becoming popular and are 
given their own FAI sub-class, Class 5. 

Tamborine launch in the early days. 
Things have changed enormously over the years!

Eungella ramp
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CIVL, the hang gliding part of the FAI, now 
has Class 1 gliders, the ‘traditional’ hang 
gliders, Class 2, which consists of the rigid 
wing gliders, Class 3, the paragliders, Class 
4, which is any aircraft that is able to be 
foot-launched (even if it is only just barely 
capable of being foot-launched!) and Class 
5, which is the ‘hybrid’ weightshift/control 
surface gliders. As a result of the changes to 
glider design, and the profusion of different 
performance classes, the design classes have 
taken over from pilot grades when it comes 
to awarding prizes to pilots that are not 
necessarily towards the top of the National 
Ladder.

The 2002 Australian Open in Deniliq-
uin is won by Jon Durand, and the Bogong 
Cup which is another of our major competi-
tions also had a strong contingent of inter-
national pilots and some issues with fires in 
the area, and subsequently, extensive smoke 
cover in the mountains. This prompted the 
use of the ‘Pines’ launch, which is in the hills 
towards Wangarratta, and largely out of the 
smoke that is steadily enveloping the moun-
tains. Kraig Coomber wins the meet and the 
fires build in intensity, and eventually burn 
out suburbs of Canberra. 

Brasilia, Brazil, hosted the 2003 World 
meet in dry tropical conditions with Kraig 
Coomber, Steve Moyes, Rohan Holtkamp, 
Phil Pritchard and the father and son team 
of Jon Durand Snr and Jnr! 

20 04  TO 2005  
Jon Durand Jnr, Jon Durand Jnr 
After the breaking of a long running 
drought, the area surrounding Deniliquin 
is covered with thick grass. This presents 
a significant fire hazard and the Nation-
als are cancelled. The title of the Nationals 
is subsequently moved to the mountains 
around Mt Beauty, the Bogong Cup, where 
most of the pilots are international competi-
tors. Australian pilots are, however, mak-
ing something of a comeback in respect to 
our performance on the international level 
and whilst the de-facto Australian Gerolf 
Heinrichs wins the competition, the Aus-
sies do well at this competition and at other 
international events. The topless gliders are 
now becoming the ‘normal’ high perform-
ance glider as more and more ‘weekend’ 
pilots move to the new design. The town of 
Hay hosts the Pre-world competition and 
prepares for the World Championships in 
2005.

The 2005 Deniliquin tow competition 
is on again, with Kraig Coomber taking the 
Australian honours and the Australian team 
win the Gold Medal at the World Champi-
onships at Hay. 

The winning Oz team for the World 
Championships consists of Jon Durand Jr, 
Kraig Coomber, Len Paton, David Seib, 
Rohan Holtkamp and the ever-present Steve 
Moyes.

2006  TO 2007  
Steve Moyes, Jon Durand Jnr 
The Nationals were held again in the moun-
tains around Bright. The main Australian 
competitions are now firmly entrenched 
on the world competition calendar and our 
competitions score highly for the World 
Pilot Ranking. Kraig wins the other AAA 
competition at an all aerotow event at a new 
venue, Tocumwal.

The Tocumwal competition is an experi-
ment, whereby we leave the dusty paddocks 
behind and now operate out of an airport 
and the very civilised surrounds of a sport 
aviation base with a hangar, office, a pool 
and a bar. The weather was not cooperative 
and there were only four rounds held, but 
despite a variety of difficulties and dramas, 
the concept of holding major aerotow com-
petitions from an airport will certainly be 
revisited in the future. 

The two main competitions in the 
2006/07 season are an aerotow competi-
tion held at Forbes airport and the more 
traditional mountain-based event held in the 
Bright/Mt Beauty area. 

The event in Forbes was a success and 
Jon wins the top honours, however, the Mt 
Beauty based event is plagued by nearby 
bushfires which produce a smoke haze over 
the flying area. Bad weather and smoke 
result in only one task being scored, which is 
a major departure from the normally reliable 
weather that our southern summer competi-
tions enjoy.

The GPS track log systems have com-
pletely replaced cameras in all competitions, 
topless gliders have become the norm and 

are being flown by many weekend pilots and 
the Australian pilots are once again enjoying 
competitive success on the world stage. The 
next World Championships, which will be a 
tow event held in the USA, will be a testing 
ground for our pilots who will see if our 
recent success can be extended into more 
gold medals at Big Spring, Texas!  

H G F A

Unknown rigid wing launching into the sea fog of a 
costal site at San Fransisco, California, cruising along  
at considerable altitude over Los Angeles in 1988

Certification testing in 1988 in the USA. Steve Moyes 
is setting up of the glider on the test rig

Mike Zupanc being towed in a Moyes XS

All photos: Courtesy Mike Zupanc
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Aeros Combat Pilots Win  
Pre-European Championships 
Aeros Combat pilots dominated the winners 
podium at the recent Pre-European champion-
ships held in Greifenburg, Austria. This prestig-
ious competition, held between 16 and 24 June, 
was attended by many of the world’s best pilots. 

Flying in often difficult weather conditions, 
current world champion, Oleg Bondarchuk, placed 
first and Primoz Gricar second, both pilots flying 
2007 model Combat L 13’s. In the women’s com-
petition, Combat L pilot Natalia Petrova was first 
and Monique Werner was third, also on a Com-
bat L. Congratulations must also go to Andreas 
Olsson who was third flying a Wills Wing T2 and 
to Corinna Schwiegershausen flying a Moyes 
Lightspeed, who was the second placed woman. 

Peter Holloway  
<info@freedomairsports.com.au>

Newly formed: Paraglider 
Manufacturers Association
The Manufacturers of Paragliders and authorised 
flight gear, Advance, Aerosport, Airwave, Firebird, 
Icaro Paragliders, Independence, Nova Wings, 
Paratech, Pro-Design, Skyline Flightgear, Skywalk,  
Swing, Turnpoint, UP Paragliders and U-turn, 
have joined together to form the PMA Paraglider 
Manufacturers Association e.V. Further enquiries 
from the manufacturers are available. 

The duties of the PMA include the drafting, 
formulation and procuration of common points 
of view on the European level, compared with 
that of the pilot organisations, flight instruction 
schools, public authorities, any paragliding affili-
ated institutions, paragliding trade press and the 
general public. 

In this area of conflict, it goes without 
saying that the PMA stands for a cooperative 
platform for the exchange of ideas and opinions, 
the ongoing discussion and continuing growth 
of the sport of paragliding. One overriding goal 
of the PMA is to consciously bring together the 
advancement, new trends and development of 
the sport of paragliding. 

In summary, the primary objective of the 
PMA, valid world-
wide, aspires to 
achieve standard-
ised authorisation 
procedures, in 
order to offer all 
pilots the same 
safety standards, 
to support a uni-
form, high quality 

instruction within the flight school structure, 
and with these measures to ensure an outstand-
ing foundation for the future of the sport of 
paragliding.

The PMA will be represented by executive 
director Hans Peter Berg. He has been a paraglid-
ing pilot for 12 years and has the competence 
and experience within the structure of the PMA 
to bring change, organisation and a fresh  
direction to the sport and its community.

XC Open World Series 2007

Open distance every day! A dream comes true. 
The idea of the XC Open competitions is to 

fly with friends, have fun, fly far and beat your 
personal best distance in a safe cross-country 
area. In the Manilla XC Open in Australia more 
than two thirds of the competitors flew their 
personal best distance of up to 270km! Including 
many of the top pilots! 

The registration for the XC Open in Piedrahi-
ta, Carpinteria and Valle de Bravo is online now.

The XC Open World Series 2007 is the para- 
gliding competition with probably the biggest 
prize money purse ever. The prize money will be 
distributed among many pilots, so that many 
pilots can win and enjoy it.

Come to the Pepsi MAX XC Open in Valle de 
Bravo and win a total prize money of US$21000. 
XC Open 2007 Tour 
Manilla, Australia – 14 to 21 February 2007
Piedrahita, Spain – 1 to 8 September 2007
Carpinteria, Argentina – 24 November to  
1 December 2007
Valle de Bravo, Mexico – 15 to 22 December 2007
Manilla, Australia 2008 – 9 to 16 February 2008

All information about the XC Open World 
Series you find here [www.xcopen.org].

Red Bull X-Alps 2007  
Technology Update
Long regarded as one of the most technologically 
advanced sporting events in the world, the Red 
Bull X-Alps has upped the ante for 2007 using 
Nokia N-series mobile devices to help bring Live 
Tracking technology to the race’s thousands  
of followers.

The now famous Live Tracking feature, which 
pinpoints the exact location of every athlete 
undertaking the 850km adventure race across 

the Alps, has been updated to include vector  
file measurements. 

As the participants hike or paraglide their 
way from Krippenstein (Dachstein range) to 
Monaco, their movements are monitored via  
an interactive map on the official website  
[www.redbullxlps.com]. Vector measurements 
means fans will be able to measure precise 
distances between athletes, turn points and the 
start and finish at any time.

Website visitors using Live Tracking will also 
be shown links to the latest athlete diary logs 
and the exact position of where on the course 
the entries were made via small pop-up boxes 
that appear on the map.

Athletes are already making training diary 
submissions, which are now online at [www.
redbullxalps.com]. According to the logs, rain in 
Europe has limited flying time, while Alex Hofer 
(SUI1) is experiencing 100% humidity in China.

Thomas de Dorlodot (BEL) has been running 
with a pack filled with 12kg of books and Raul Penso 
(VEN) scaled a 4765m mountain in the Andes. 

During the race they will make daily uploads 
using award winning Nokia N-series N95 mobile 
devices. Among other features, athletes can use  
a five mega-pixel camera and shoot DVD-like 
quality videos, making them the perfect tool  
for them to record their adventures.

Nokia N95s will also enable them to listen  
to music as they hike, use the built-in GPS map-
ping tool and of course stay in contact with their 
supporter with calls or SMS.

The Nokia N-series devices also provide a 
crucial link between the athletes’ navigational 
equipment and the Live Tracking website.  
Bräuniger Competino systems use Bluetooth 
technology to transmit GPS data to the Nokia 

Michael Gebert getting ready for Red Bull X-Alps 2007

Photo: Martin Nink/Red Bull Photofiles

Hans Peter Berg
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N95s, which then send that information every 
few minutes to the Red Bull X-Alps server for 
immediate updates on the Live Tracking map.

High quality clothing will be provided for  
the athletes, supporters and crew by Peak Per-
formance and the Red Bull X-Alps organisational 
team will be chasing the athletes through the 
Alps with Nissan Sports Adventure vehicles.

Gin Gliders have been confirmed as the  
Official Paragliding Supplier to the Red Bull 
X-Alps and are additionally sponsoring three 
competitors: Kaoru Ogisawa (JPN), Martin Muller 
(SUI3) and Vincent Sprungli (FRA1).

N E W  P R O D U C T S

Glider Riders Hang Glider Racks 
Now In Australia 
The idea solution for carrying hang gliders on 
modern cars has arrived. Most new cars can 
be fitted with roof racks, but there is often no 
suitable means of fixing a rack at the front of 
the car due to the use of modern construction 
techniques as well as airbag compliance issues. 
Glider Riders racks solve these problem.

Glider Riders 
racks attach to a car 
bonnet in seconds 
with a pneumatic 
feet. The vertical 
supports are eas-

ily adjusted with a ‘twistlock’ height adjust-
ment system and the whole rack can swapped 
between completely different vehicles in a matter 
of seconds. The hinged construction means they 
can be easily broken down for packing in a suit-
case or glider bag. 

Glider Riders racks are designed to be used 
with a good sturdy set of racks on the top of your 
car to take the majority of the load and to secure 
the gliders from moving forward and backwards. 

The main purpose of the Glider Riders rack is 
to support the leading edges of the wing beyond 
the cross bar and to stop it bouncing. Two thirds 
of the glider’s weight should be supported by the 
main car rack. 

Two models are available, the double rack 
for up to 3 gliders which is most popular and the 
single rack for just one wing. 

Glider Riders racks are exclusively avail-
able in Australia from Freedom Airsports: 03 
98748033, 0409 526805 or <info@freedomair-
sports.com.au>.

Pro-Design News

Jalpa – Now also the biggest size, the Jalpa 105, 
has successfully passed the DHV test procedures 
and goes into series production. Demo gliders 
are available soon.

Some new test reports about Jalpa, see 
[www.pro-design.at/en/testberichte.php].
Accura – See new test reports [www.pro-design.
at/en/testberichte.php].

Skywalk News
PRM camouflage fabric
Skywalk is trying a totally 
new cloth that presents  
a previously unimaginable 
design perspective. The 
material will be printed 
before coating, which 
means that the aging 
characteristics won’t be 
affected on any level. Col-
ourfastness and brilliance 
likewise remain at the 
highest level. 

Several Mescal 2 
paragliders are now 
undergoing stress test-
ing in flight instruction 
schools in order to collect 
the resulting long-term 
flight research.

If the laboratory  
results confirm a posi- 
tive result, exceptional 
design opportunities will 
become available to us 
and to you! Any geomet-

ric design will be possible to reproduce…  
Go on and dream up your own design! 

Storage Bag
Nope, we haven’t developed another genetically 
modified apple for you! However, how about 
an intelligently designed storage solution for 
your paraglider?

If you are lacking the space in thermal-free 
times for spread-out storage, this storage bag  
is for you. In a Skywalk storage bag, your glider 
is loosely stored and the cells will not be pressed 
against each other for months on end. Also, the 
mesh element ensures for good ventilation.

Hang it up by the strap and you’ll save  
on floor space too…

You can order the storage bag from the  
Skyshop for only €29. 

More information at [www.skywalk.info] 
<info@skywalk.org>, ph: +49 8641694840.

TRIKE  
Airborne XT 912 

Fitted with the Cruze wing. Flies beautifully,  
total hours 72, fully optioned from the factory,  
1 year old. Privately hangared only set up once. 

Many extra’s including:  
Microair radio and intercom, ‘A’ frame bag, belly 
bag, bar mitts, heavy duty trike cover, 3 helmets 
and 3 flight suits. Everything as new, ready now  

in Gippsland, Victoria. 

$50 500
Call Steve 0414 444971
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       e gathered at the Manilla townhall 
            on Good Friday and held our first 
           briefing to lay out the local rules, and 
         hold the election of committees. 

The weather briefing forecast light to 
medium south to SE conditions. The novice 
pilots brushed up with a small lecture on air 
rules, thermalling etiquette and flying with 
mixed aircraft types. With a hundred pilots 
we then headed out to Mt Borah. 

The competition set up on the eastern 
launch with the wind slightly crossed from 
the SE. The crew captains and team lead-
ers remained busy motivating and briefing 
their pilots. With light thermals mixed with 
a little ridge lift most of the pilots had the 
chance to practise their thermalling skills and 

quite a few were able to get away and head 
out west. 

Tony Barton, the Newcastle instructor, 
had also brought a few low hour hang glider 
pilots for the weekend. I’m not too sure who 
showed whom the thermals – if they were 
close to the hill and a hang glider centred 
one, then he wasn’t by himself for long.

The Queenslanders as usually had 
brought down another crack group of pilots. 
This year they implemented a multi-lay-
ered plan. Instead of just one crew captain 
looking after five pilots, the Queenslanders 
grouped the 15 pilots together with Bran-
don staying on launch to motivate and get 
the novices off in the best air. Then James 
Lawson, flying around the hill, pulled the 
novices into the thermals and centered them 

and at cloudbase was J. J. Bastion, waiting to 
take the first gaggle off cross-country. It was 
inspiring to see each layer helped, the only 
problem was the thermals weren’t cooperat-
ing and the novices had trouble staying in 
the light lift. It was great to see James Law-
son, wind down from halfway to base, come 
in to top land, refresh, take off again and try 
to get a few more of his crew on course.

Quite a few of the novice pilots 
remained around the hill. One unfortunate 
part of the day was that the slightly unpre-
dictable conditions caught some of them 
out, with some broken bones and bruised 
egos involved unfortunately.

That evening in the hall you could 
hear the novices talk about their flights, 
their PB’s, their experiences, and not only 
with their peers, but also their team leaders 
– among them some of the best pilots in 
Australia. This was what the competition 
is about: mixing the advanced and novice 
pilots together to maximise training and 
experience. The stories continued around 
the bar, with expectations high for another 
interesting day.

The next morning at briefing, Queens-
land was holding a small lead in the series. 
Top pilot was Rhys Donnellan with 52km 
for 156 points, He was awarded the Appren-
tice Sky God jacket (which he had to wear 
all day). Best distance of the day was God-
frey Wenness with 95km.

With the experience of the previous day, 
pilots were getting off earlier and with more 
confidence. Conditions had also improved 
on this second day, with a more southerly 
drift. The axis of flight was drawn to the 
north. Soon most of the crews were off the 
hill and flying and it became apparent that 
even I could get off and have a late fly with 
a few hours left before I was to be back at 
headquarters to start the pin in.

H G F A

PARAGLIDING  
STATE OF ORIGIN 2007 
Flying with  
friends, new and old
James Thompson

I HAD BEEN UP TO MANILLA OVER THE PREVIOUS MONTHS, 

AROUND CHRISTMAS WITH LARGE STRONG THERMALS 5 TO 

9M/SEC, THEN AT THE WORLD’S THE RAIN STEADIED THINGS 

DOWN CONSIDERABLY. BY EASTER THE CONDITIONS WERE JUST 

RIGHT FOR A BEGINNERS COMP. AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS, WE USED 

HANDICAPPING IN SMALL CREWS OF FIVE TO HELP THE NOVICE 

AND LOW AIRTIME PILOTS TO GET INTO THE COMPETITION AND 

CROSSCOUNTRY SCENE.

Now where did that last glider go? Photo: Neil Bright

W

Ky with the loudest pants on launch

Photo: James Thompson
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I launched into a low thermal in front  
of launch and quickly reached Tarpoly, I 
could have landed and had a walk-out or 
keep flying, so I told myself, “Just Lions Park 
turn-off” then, “Just to Barraba”… I ended 
up at Cobbadah, where I spiralled down 
after a quick 52km and my driver pulled 
up just as I finished folding my wing. I was 
back in Manilla for a quick soft drink and 
opened HQ with five minutes to spare – talk 
about perfect timing. The pilots started to 
come in almost straight away. Some had had 
multiple short flights for the day and others 
were coming back from further a field. 

The best distance of the day was Che 
Golus with 118km and Lloyd Pennicuik out 
to 114km (just a little bit of practice for him 
before he headed off to the Red Bull XAlps.)

The next morning, Rhys handed over 
the Sky God jacket to Tim Dorrofield 
with157.5 points and 52.5km for the best 

handicap flight of the day. Queensland, 
extended their lead yet again. 

The forecast indicated stronger con-
ditions in both thermals, and wind 
strength. As we headed out to the 
hill again, awesome cloud streets 
extended from horizon to 
horizon. The cloud 
streets had dissipated 
somewhat by the 
time we got onto 
the east launch, 
it looked as though 
it was going to be one 
of those late autumn days 
where you could do great dis-
tance in these light thermal condi-
tions. The forecast was right for a 
change, but with a fair amount of wind 
on the east launch and the cloud streets 
heading out to the west. The wind was com-
ing through, at 25 to 35km/h, so we couldn’t 

H G F A

Winners are grinners

Photo: James Thompson

Flying with friends

Photo: Neil Bright

Time to go

Photo: Neil Bright
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Photo: James Thompson

open the launch for the novice or intermedi-
ates. I went around to the advanced pilots 
and asked if they wanted to launch to do 
some big kilometres and was pleasantly sur-
prised when every pilot turned me down and 
said, “It’s okay, I’ll stay with my crew and get 
them off if the wind drops.” Unfortunately by 
two o’clock it had not dropped, so the day 
was cancelled. 

Some pilots went up later in the day for 
a little bit of gale hanging, some were blown 
over the hill and landing out to the west. 
The hang gliders, who had taken off earlier 
in the day, had flown over 200km and were 
very happy with their flights. Tony Barton 

top landed his hang glider so his wife could 
have a fly.

The presentation BBQ was held at the 
Royal Hotel.
RESULTS

Stephen Bartett, winner on handicap  234.3 points
Carol Mayes, best female on handicap  27 points
Lloyd Pennicuik, best advance rated pilot 189 points
Garth Canter, best intermediate pilot 226.6 points
Tim Dorrafield, best first time comp pilot 223.5 points

BEST FLYING CREWS

Try Hardest  489 points
Byron Bandits  445 points
UnCollectibles 429.8 points

I think that the best fitted out crew was 
the “E/Jackson 5”, next year I’m putting up 

a prize for the best (or 
is that the worst?) kitted 
out crew.

The BBQ and 
drinks continued into 
the night with a 
few videos and a 
lot of discussion 
on any and 
all aspects of 
paragliding.

This year it was again apparent how will-
ing our pilots are to help each other, whether 
for someone in need or just to introduce and 
help a new pilot into the sport. A thank you 
to all the pilots for making this another great 
Easter competition, to all Crew Captains for 
their help and, of course, the sponsor for so 
many great prizes. The local people as always 
opened their hearts and their town for us.

Well as you read this I’m flying in the 
USA, but that is, as they say, another story.  
I will see you next year at Manilla for the 
Paragliding State of Origin 2008.  

James with a winning crew Photo: James Thompson

Photo: Neil Bright

H G F A



August 2007  Soaring Australia 37

My first tandem flight occurred 
 on 10 April 1982 in Stanwell 
  Park. I can still remember 
     the day vividly (with the 

assistance from my old pilot log). On the 
day the winds were from the south-east at 
about 15mph, and decreasing. I had just 
purchased a Meteor 190 from Rob De 
Groot and had been mentally planning my 
inaugural tandem flight for quite some time. 
Unlike today’s tandem machines, there were 
no tandem gliders and information on the 
art was scarce. I had only ever witnessed a 
tandem flight once at Stanwell, so I didn’t 
have much information to run with. 

After a short solo flight – aka reconnais-
sance mission – I top landed and believed 
that the prevailing conditions were suitable 
for a tandem flight. My unsuspecting girl 
friend at the time had been warned of the 
impending flight. We launched from the 
‘east face’, sharing the air with three or four 
other pilots, one of them being ‘Old Bill’. 
The flight was a struggle due to the light 
winds and the hang point on the glider. The 
latter causing the glider to basically ‘fly like 
a dog’, which was the norm in those days.  
After a difficult 15 minutes we landed safely.  
“Cool, one down!”

From that day onwards, whenever the 
wind conditions increased to over 20mph, 
I would always search for an unsuspecting 
victim to take to the skies with me. I truly 
enjoyed sharing the experience of flight.

I managed to convince Chris Mortimer 
to join me on a tandem flight from Stanwell 

Park. Most of you would know that Chris 
is one of the famous Mortimer brothers of 
Canterbury fame, also my former club in the 
early 1980s. During our tandem flight he 
said, in his thick Aussie accent, “Vibes, give 
me the bloody thing, I wanna fly it.” I never 
had thought of handing over the controls, 
until that point. 

In the mid-1980s, hang gliding and the 
methods of instruction on the Kurnell sand 
dunes were in their infancy. My foot in the 
door started when the eternally funny Scots-
man, Phil Matthewson retired from the sport 
and his school. From the outset, Scott Berry 
and I, wanted to offer something different. 
One option was to run students at the dunes 
in Kurnell, or fly them tandem from Stanwell 
Park. It was never really an option.

Life on the hill was different then. Stan-
well Park in the 1980’s was the epicentre of 
hang gliding in Australia, if not the world. A 
big statement that last one! The area played 
host to the two manufacturers and an assort-
ment of ‘air junkies’ that lived like gypsies 
in this small coastal community. There was 
a buzz in the air that was electric. Being an 
impressionable kid, I’d watch the ‘gun pilots’ 
blaze amazing speed patterns and top land. 
Top landing certainly sorted out the crew. 

Stanwell Park played host to such leg-
ends as Moysie, Gilly, Timmy, Rick and Russ 
Duncan. However, in my opinion, Bruce 
and Al Daniels were the ‘pick of the crew’.  
They could thermal like an eagle, fly XC, 
freestyle and top land with style. They had 
it all. Watching Bruce and Al top land, gave 

me the idea that top landing with a passen-
ger might be possible. With over two thou-
sand tandem top landings under my belt, I 
feel proud of my efforts over all these years.

Fast forward to 10 April 2007, 25 years 
to the day since my first tandem. It is hard 
to imagine that the time has flown so fast. 
Yes, a silly cliché. The day coincided with 
the 50th birthday of my good mate, Greg 
O’Brien. So it was fortunate that the winds 
were not suitable to fly. 

Highlights have been taking my parents, 
daughter and wife, because it’s cool to share 
the experience with loved ones. Another 
being a tandem that covered 125km in the 
Owens Valley with Heather Cook. This 
was special for two points; amazing because 
Heather could spew and still say, ‘keep 
going’; the second point being the effort 
involved to pilot a Dream 220 over that  
distance. Taking Veronica Adams up at the 
age of 94 was great publicity, but more so 
amazing to meet someone with so much  
‘get up and go’.

The feeling of flight has always been, and 
still is, intoxicating and I blame it for my 
lifestyle choices. My passport shows more 
overseas journeys chasing ‘dreams’ than years 
working. This may be my last ‘hooray’, as I 
don’t think I will be on the hill in 25 year 
to come. However, having my office located 
on Bald Hill, with breathtaking ocean views 
along with the dramatic Illawarra Escarp-
ment is hard to find anywhere in the world!

  

A CELEBRATION  
 25 YEARS OF  
PROVIDING  
TANDEMS
Tony Armstrong

I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE A MILESTONE IN MY LIFE AND TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN WHAT 

THE LAST 25 YEARS OF PROVIDING TANDEMS HAS MEANT TO ME. ESSENTIALLY WHAT STARTED AS A 

‘CRAZY THING TO DO’ HAS NOW DEVELOPED INTO AN INTEGRAL PART OF HANG GLIDING TRAINING.

H G F A
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Board Nominations
A reminder to all members that the current 
Board is about to enter its final term of office 
and nominations are now being called for the 
2008-2010 term. Nominations will be received at 
the HGFA Office until Friday, 10 August. Nomina-
tions should include a resume of the nominee’s 
background and a brief on what they might bring 
to the management panel of the HGFA. Consid-
eration should be made in regard to committing 
to the role of leading the HGFA over this period. 

The Board consists of nine members whose 
primary role is to set the direction and policies 
of the organisation. The Executive positions 
(President, Secretary and Treasurer) are elected 
from within these nine members. There are 
two main meetings per year, April and October 
with additional email communications over the 
remainder of the year. A Board member may 
end up heading sub-committees appointed to 
oversee various projects acting as a sponsor, 
working to ensure that the project maintains a 
course toward implementing the specific objec-
tives of the sub-committee. A Board member may 
also be requested to oversee member concerns 
expressed on the various HGFA forums, relaying 
those concerns to the remainder of the Board 
and reporting back to the membership via the 
forum. Board positions are all voluntary with 
members contributing their time, but are covered 
for various expenses relating to the tasks taken 
on. The rewards are sometimes subtle in nature, 
but there is opportunity to leave a genuine mark 
on the future direction of the HGFA, if you are 
willing to give back to the sport that you enjoy. 
The HGFA needs a solid Board to lead the organi-
sation through the changes coming under the 
aviation reforms of Part 149 and 103. 

Place your nomination now to ensure it is 
received before 10 August. Nominations will be 
posted in the September issue of Soaring Austral-
ia. If more than nine nominations are received, 
a ballot paper for members will be sent out with 
the September magazine on which members 
can vote for those standing. Votes will be col-
lected throughout September with results being 
declared at the AGM in mid-October.

Board Member Resigns
Michael Zupanc has resigned from the Board due 
to other pressing commitments. Mike recently 
held the position of Secretary which has now 
been taken on by newly appointed Board mem-
ber Paul Coffey from Western Australia. As many 
of you know Mike has served the HGFA over a 
long number of years, with significant contribu-
tions to the competitions sector of our activities. 
Mike’s involvement in the management of the 
organisation will be sorely missed. 

Paul Coffey is teacher and a weightshift 
microlight instructor from Bunbury, WA. Paul has 
been active in the WA microlight arena for a 
number of years and been editor of the Western 

Microlight newsletter from its inception. Paul has 
taken on the HGFA Secretary role.

Young Flyers
Angeline Polidano becomes the youngest pilot 
within our membership as she commences 
formal training for paragliding under her father 
and HGFA President Andrew Polidano. Angeline 
is already a veteran of many tandem flights and 
has been waiting patiently for her 14th birthday 
in order to engage in her first solo flights. Ange-
line represents an age group which the HGFA 
needs to encourage for the long term growth of 
the sport. Part of her training program includes a 
review of our approach to training younger pilots 
and how our syllabus can cater to their special 
needs. There are many instructors and senior 
pilots who have children that are coming within 
age of our minimum pilot in command age limit. 
Training of these young pilots can commence 
prior to their attaining 14 years of age and in 
some cases upon application a special exemp-
tion can be provided for initial flights under the 
right conditions and under joint instructor and 
parental supervision. Angeline’s progress through 
the theory and practical solo training will be 
monitored with interest to see how effectively 
our syllabi cater to the younger pilot.  

Top Pilots, Top Events 
By the time you read this one of our members 
will have undertaken the most challenging flight 
exercise of his life by having competed in the 
Red Bull X-Alps challenge. Lloyd Pennicuik of 
Noosa, QLD, was one of 30 competitors who 
gained entry in to this extreme event. Even 
though this note comes out after the event, 
Lloyd, we wish you well.

Hang Gliding Worlds
Just ahead, starting 8 August in Big Springs, 
Texas, is the 16th FAI World Hang Gliding Cham-
pionship. Australia will be defending its world 
team’s title at this event. Jonny Durand, David 
Seibs, Steve Moyes, Scott Barrett, Chris Jones and 
Kraig Coomber will make up the Australian team. 
We wish you all the best and success for defend-
ing this title.

149, 103 Update
A recent posting from CASA has confirmed that 
the time for response to the Notice of Proposed 
Rule Making for Part 103 has been extended 
to close on 24 September. This is to allow for 
the release and response of public comment on 
the proposed Part 149 which is integral to the 
legal standing of Part 103. Just to confirm what 
each of these Parts are: 149 is the laws that will 
dictate who can be a sporting aviation adminis-
tration body and the various acts of compliance 
those administrating bodies must adhere to. Part 
103 is the laws that will govern the aircraft and 
flight requirements, replacing the current Civil 

Aviation Orders (95.8, 95.10 and 95.32) which 
preside over our aircraft and flying activities. The 
NPRM for Part 103 is currently posted on the 
HGFA website under the News menu and also on 
the CASA website. Part 149 will be posted on the 
website as soon as it is made available for public 
release. Please make yourselves familiar with the 
Part 103 as this will be the defining law for our 
aircraft and activities once passed into legisla-
tion. The new legislations will likely come into 
effect for some time off yet. Once the NPRMs 
have been closed off from public comment, those 
comments must be reviewed and where applica-
ble incorporated into the new legislation. Then 
the documents will be given to legal drafting and 
then on to final readings before signatures are 
given. It is anticipated that this process will not 
be completed until well into 2008.

Instructor Certifications
I would like to congratulate Don Cramer of 
Dalby, QLD, for achieving his CFI for weightshift 
microlights. Don has also been approved for 
establishing a WM training facility based at the 
Dalby Aerodrome. The facility name is Don’s well-
known moniker, FlyDoggieFly. 

I would also like to congratulate Neil Evans 
for achieving his Flight Instructor certification for 
hang gliding having completed his apprentice-
ship under Tony Barton of Newcastle. Neil has 
put in an incredible number of hours over the 
last winter and summer months to achieve his 
certification. Neil continues to impress with his 
abundance of infectious energy, being instrumen-
tal in organising a number of flight training and 
club events in and around Sydney. On top of that 
Neil has also found time to create a new young 
family member. All the best with the new addi-
tion to your family Neil.

Accidents and Incidents
The past month (June) has been fairly quiet on 
the accident front. The onset of winter has seen 
very few members on the eastern sea board get-
ting any chance of flying. There are reports of 
some good flying being had in South Australia 
and also further north in inland Queensland. 
With such few opportunities to feed the flying 
bug habit, some pilots have been noted taking 
excessive risks when attempting to fly in small 
windows of opportunity between the southern 
squalls. Flying in these sporadic conditions can 
be extremely dangerous with sudden down pours 
and associated gust fronts catching the unwary 
pilot out. Please use caution when deciding to fly 
and if in doubt about the conditions, find some-
where dry and warm and do some equipment 
maintenance instead.

2007-08 Competition Calendar
The following competition dates have been final-
ised and sanctions granted.

HGFA General Manager’s Report



August 2007  Soaring Australia 39

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

PG AAA Canungra Paragliding Cup 2007
29 September – 6 October 2007
David Pearson (director)
Brandon O’Donnell (technical delegate)
PG AAA Killarney Paragliding Classic 2008 
(Nationals)
26 January – 2 February 2008
Brian Shepherd (director)
Wendy Horchner (organiser)
PG AAA Bright 321 2008
23 February – 1 March 2008
NEVHGC
Adam Neinkemper (director)
PG B Mystic Cup
Various weekends, November 2007 -– March 2008
NEVHGC
Peter Broughton and Barney Henry (director)
PG B Queensland PG Championships
Connondale Club 1 & 2/9/07, 
Fly Killarney Inc. 22 & 23/9/07 
Toowoomba (Wicked Wings Club) 13 & 14/10/07, 
Canungra Hang Gliding Club 24 & 25/11/07
Andrew Horchner (director and organiser)
Wendy Horchner (organiser)
PG C184 Canungra PG Winter Series
15 April 2007 – 23 September 2007 (Sundays only)
Karen Sexton
PG C184 Canungra PG Summer Series
24 September 2007 – 15 April 2008 (Sundays only)
Karen Sexton
PG C184 Manilla XC Open
9 –16 February 2007
Godfrey Wennes
Cat 2 
Safety committee required
Needs to satisfy all requirements of AA or AAA
Required GAP Parameters – Paragliding

Competition  Nom  B/out  Nom  In 
 Dist Dist Time Goal

Killarney 40km 5km 90min 20%
Canungra Cup 35km 5km 90min 20%
Bright 35km 5km 90min 20%
Mystic 30km 5km 90min 20%
Canungra SWS  20km 2km 60min 10%
Canungra SSS 20km 2km 60min 10%

HG AAA  Forbes Flatlands (NATIONALS)
6 – 13 January 2008 (practice day 5 January)
Vicki Cain
HG AAA Bogong Cup 2008
16 – 23 January 2008 (practice day 15 January)
Carol Binder
HG AA Canungra Classic 2007
13 – 20 October 2007
Rod Flockhart
HG AA Gulgong Classic 2007
18 – 24 November 2007
William Olive (organiser / director)
HG AA Dalby Big Air 2008
9 – 15 March 2008
Nick Purcell

HG A NSW State Titles (Manilla)
9 – 16 February 2008 (clash with Manilla XC Open)
Monica Barrett (Organiser)
HG B Corryong Cup 2008 
6 –12 January 2008 (practice day 5 January)
Wendy Herman (Organiser)
Matt Clark (Director)
HG C184 Canungra HG Sunday Winter 
Series 2007
May – Oct 2007 (Sundays only, 10 rounds)
HG C184 Canungra HG Sunday Summer 
Series 2007/08
November 2007 – June 2008 (Sundays only, 10 rounds)
HG B Deniquilin 2007/08
28 December 2007 – 1 January 2008
Hugh Alexander
Required GAP Parameters – Hang Gliding

Competition  Nom  B/out  Nom  In  FTV
 Dist Dist Time Goal Reject

Canungra  
Winter Series 20km 2km 60min 10% 30%
Canungra  
Summer Series 20km 2km 60min 10% 30%
Canungra  
Classic 40km 5km 90min 20% 20%
Dalby 2007 50km 5km 90min 20% 20%
Gulgong 50km 5km 90min 20% 20%
Corryong Cup 40km 5km 90min 15% 20%
Bogong Cup  
AAA 80km 10km 90min 20% 20%
Forbes Flatlands 
AAA 100km 10km 90min 20% 20%
NSW State Titles  
– Manilla 50km 5km 90min 10% 20%

HGFA GENERAL MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508

Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>

One of Victoria’s favourite coastal sites – Spion in 2004:
Above: Flying Spion – the lighthouse in the distance
Below: View just after I took off from Spion (Lorne in distance)

Photos: Mark O’Keefe 
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Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,  
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah 
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02 
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421, 
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,  
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,  
08 93282511, 08 94449505.

NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)

327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,  
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,  
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,  
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250, 
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,  
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,  
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,  
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,  
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,  
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340, 
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,  
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie 
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,  
02 97096009. 
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,  
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Airforce Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,  
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,  
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463 
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,  
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah 
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, 
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
0409 873811.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,  
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,  
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Motor Gliding Club of Queensland
PO Box 5, Virginia QLD 4014, 1300 667042.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,  
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,  
02 66286691, 0404 007229.

SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of 
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.

Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,  
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,  
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356, 
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,  
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,  
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,  
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,  
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,  
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA 
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,  
08 86452619, 0413 127825.

Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,  
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,  
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum  
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340, 
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710, 
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,  
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,  
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,  
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,  
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,  
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714, 
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,  
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,  
0438 355047.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga 
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.

WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084, 
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,  
08 96451015, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,  
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,  
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,  
08 98429104, 0418 935461.

H G FA
All correspondence, including changes  
of address, membership renewals, short 
term memberships, rating forms and 
other administrative matters should 
be sent to:
HGFA National Office

130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177, 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager

Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh  
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417 
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, contact the appropriate 
State associations, region or club.
Board Members

Pres: Andrew Polidano <Vice.President 
@hgfa.asn.au 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby 
NSW 2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Hakim.Mentes@ 
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn 
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Michael Zupanc <Secretary@hgfa. 
asn.au>, PO Box 1093 Oxenford QLD 4210,
07 55461024, 0408 662328.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn. 
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290, 
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members: 
Kathy Little <Kathy.Little@hgfa.asn.au>,  
c/o Post Office, York WA 6302, 08 9641 
1418, 0438 054072.
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,  
03 62311112.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,  
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,  
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:  
02 93168488.
Tove Heaney 14 White Av, Tocumwal NSW 
2714, 041 9681212.
Microlight Public Relations

Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions

ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres: 
Steve Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351, 
<steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>; Sec: 
Mark Elston 0428 480820, 02 62655718, 
<mark.elston@defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony 
Davidson 02 62392019, <td@silktel.com>; 
Sites officer: Michael Porter, 0415 920444, 
<michael.porter@jllrld.com.au>; Commit-
tee: Nicolas Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen 
Harris; SSO: HG – Peter Dall, PG – Peter 
Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.

Contact Addresses

G FA  M E M B E R S H I P  F E E S  2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8

Membership: Normal  Family
NSW $190 $154 
Victoria $191 $155 
South Australia $194 $158
Queensland $195 $159 
Western Australia $195 $159

Student membership: Full  Family
NSW $115.50 $79.50
Victoria $116.50 $80.50
South Australia $119.50 $83.50 
Queensland $120.50 $84.50 
Western Australia $120.50 $84.50

Short-term membership: 1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC $50 $65
South Australia $59 $74 
Western Australia $60 $75 
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian 
residents, thereafter 12 month membership  
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia 
to be added to membership fees:

Zone  Country Price
 1 New Zealand $54
 2 Singapore $60
 3 Japan, Hong Kong, India $60
 4 USA, Canada, Middle East $66
 5 UK, Europe, South  
 America, South Africa $72

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams 
<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob 
Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,  
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:  
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,  
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens, 
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327 
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740; 
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra 
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08 
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart 
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816, 
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Wood-
ward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG 
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>; 
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419 
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas 
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438 
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730 
<President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: Steve 
Norman; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Rob Van 
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weather-
boxes: Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buckland 
Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 03 57501515, 
Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs

NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson St East Geelong VIC 3219, 
[www.thepico.com.au/]. Pres: Andrew Shipley 
0407 511451, <andrewshipley@netspace.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596, 
<amccart4@tpg.com.au>.

NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02 
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec: 
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984, 
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush 
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; News-
letter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876, 
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond 
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt. 
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth 
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 200, Woy Woy NSW 2256, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier 
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal 
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony 
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403 
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs: 
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417 
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings: 
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, 
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746, 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter 
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors
Pres: David Holgate 0410 112381, <david 
holgate@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Meg Butler 
0408 446358; SSO: James Thompson 0418 
686199, <james.b.t@hunterlink.net.au>. Meet- 
ings: last Tue/mth 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 

Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim 
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James 
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005, 
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant  
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss. 
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness  
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:  
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,  
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO  
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig 
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419 
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres: 
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701, 
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica 
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton 
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425 
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James 
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter: 
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@ 
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth  
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn  
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres: 
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez 
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander 
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG); 
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094. 
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale 
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.nrh 
gpgc.com]. Pres: Maggie Clark 0409 611845, 
<mclark@versa.com.au>; Sec: Ashley Wilmott 
0428 560248, <awilmott@bigpond.net.au>;  
SSOs: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993, <lindsay 
wootten@bigpond.com>; Cedar Andersen 0429  
070380, <cedar@poliglide.com>. Meetings: 
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres: 
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408 
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs: 
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold 
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark 
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467695, <bwynne@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 9344 
7932, <johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Steve 
Hocking 02 93274025, <nswhga@s054.aone.
net.au>; SOs: Bruce Wynne, Doug Sole; SSO: 
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Monthly 7:30pm 
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.

NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805099, 
<freelance@octa4.net.au>. V-Pres: Brett Lewis 
0418 890 033 <freelance@octa4.net.au>. 
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge 
soaring and thermal flying.

QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254, 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres: Joe 
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs: 
Nev Akers 07 4053258631; SSO: Ian Graham 
07 40915466.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.
chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@
chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale 
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron  
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed: 
Susan Nightingale; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands 
gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan Nightingale 
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG: Phil 
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317, 
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418 
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-country-
flyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429 
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs: 
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG) 
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) 
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293 
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron 
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof” 
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew 
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper 
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy 
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey 
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157, 
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:  
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cook-
man (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,  
0438 107518.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h), 
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>; 
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:  
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)

VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale 
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der 
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth, 
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 8057, Camberwell North VIC 3124; 
[www.hgfa.asn.au/~melbourne/], <melbourne 
@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Patrick Honey 0412 
454771, <honconstruction@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Hughbert Alexander 0417 
355578, <halexander@mfbb.vic.gov.au>; 
Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113, <gregstroot@
bluereef.com.au>; Committee: Rob Wenban 
0408 179940, <robwenban@connexus.net.
au>; Steven Ross 0410 600595, <moby@
pchelpathome.com.au>. Meetings: 3rd 
Wed/mth 6:30pm Palace Hotel, 893 Burke Rd, 
Camberwell.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042, 
<secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony Kenney 
0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669, 
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps: 

Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972; 
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker 
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org>; V-Pres: Martin 
Halford <vp@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs: 
Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:  
Julie Sheard <sec@skyhighparagliding.org>;  
Web: Ron Campbell <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org>; Nov Rep: Steve Poole <nov@skyhigh 
paragliding.org>; SC Chair: Carolyn Dennis 
<safety@skyhighparagliding.org>; APN: 
Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>. 
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel, 
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres: 
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h); V-Pres: Mark 
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: 
Dianne Pierpoint <di@punkinheadair.com.
au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manning-
ham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe; V-Pres: Glenn 
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; Sec: 
Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; Site 
Development: Steve Norman and Andy 
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter: 
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month  
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
334 Belmont Ave Kewdale WA 6105. Mes-
sagebank 08 94875253; Pres: Nigel Sparg, 
<president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0427 
476629; V-Pres: Mark Wild, <vice_president@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0411 423923; Trs: Colin 
Brown, <treasurer@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 
700378; Sec: Lachlan Byrd, <secretary@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0439 922510; Committee 
<committee@cloudbase.asn.au>: Mike 
Allen 0408 947048; Gordon McCabe 0407 
776462; Alain Latino 0408 099679; SSO: 
Gordon McCabe; SO: Mark Wild, Nigel Sparg. 
Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth, 7:30pm, The Windsor 
Hotel, 112 Mill Point Rd.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres: 
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>; Sec: Andrew Talmage 
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>; 
SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297 <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams 
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412 
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, 
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman 
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during 
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith 
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428 
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt 
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson 
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>; 
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek 
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace 
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>; 
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick 
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with 
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be 
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive 
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of 
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm 
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that 
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive 
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be 
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation 
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held, 
the appointment will be taken as having expired.  General Manager, HGFA

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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16/17 June 2007 GFA Executive 
meeting in Melbourne
A full two days of discussion, debate and deci-
sion with full attendance of the Executive. The 
Chief Technical Officer/Operations (CTO/O), Kevin 
Olerhead, was invited to the meeting to assist 
the Chairman Ops Panel (COPs) report on the 
Annual Operations Panel meeting, which had 
been held the previous weekend. It establishes 
the practice of key GFA officers being invited to 
attend an executive meeting to brief the execu-
tive personally on issues.

Business arising from the last two Executive 
meetings had a very high clear up rate, which 
represented a large body of work completed by 
Executive members. The following is a précis of 
the officers’ reports to the meeting.
President (Daryl Connell)

 CASA Parts 103, 149 Update – Part 149 
NPRM as yet not issued by CASA
 Blogging (web logging) – plans for key 
officers to have a blog when GFA website 
converts to Joomla
 Future CASA meetings over airworthiness 
issues
 President going overseas as Australian team 
manager to Luesse, Germany
 Office accommodation options after  
June 2008
 HGFA office-sharing update
 GFA Board regulations process

Executive Officer (John Welsh)
 Australian Sports Commission compliance 
– member protection policy. All stages 
passed and Australia Sports Commission 
have accepted it as valid
 CASA deed payment – Quantum fully paid 
by CASA for 2006-2007 year. CASA informed 
GFA on 1 June that a 3% increase (in line 
with CPI) on our quantum payment for 
2006-07 had been approved
 ICAO licences for pilots visiting overseas 
– FAI vice-president advised that no resolu-
tion was available through FAI. He advised 
that only hope through CASA and implemen-

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

tation of CASR Part 149 could empower  
GFA to issue such licences
 World Air Games 2009 bid by Victorian 
Events – Victorian State Government  
withdrawn bid
 APF packer liability issue – The Executive 
decided not to adopt additional liability 
insurance for packers. XO to prepare an 
update to be posted on the GFA website 
with the following available options to 
the issue: Clubs find a packer that is will-
ing to pack without insurance cover; clubs 
get members trained or already are rated 
in parachute packing, who will be covered 
by GFA BBL and Contingent Liability policy 
(subsequently confirmed by OAMPS and 
QBE); parachute owners ship parachutes 
to Parachutes Australia (PA) in Sydney by 
Australia Post. PA have confirmed that they 
will repack all serviceable chutes for $70 
a repack plus postage. PA have their own 
company liability insurance to cover pack-
ing. Ian Grant, the GFA Treasurer, to provide 
quotes for Australia Post postage costs for 
parachutes from all capital cities to Sydney 
for inclusion on the GFA website. PA contact 
details at [www.parachutesaustralia.com/s2/
contact.php]
 Vintage Gliding Association – The Execu-
tive to sponsor one attendee at the Vintage 
Glider Rally 2007 at Nitra, Slovakia
 Legal advisor input on loan fund – Advised 
on recent legislative changes in WA. Loans 
must be registered in state where the  
borrower is resident
 Sebastian Kawa’s planned visit to Queens-
land in December/January– The Executive  
to support Mr. Kawa’s application for a 
visitor’s visa by a letter to the Australian 
Embassy in Warsaw

•

•

•

•

•

 OAMPS re Vintage Category Insurance 
– negotiations finalised with OAMPS (20% 
discount on hull insurance). ‘Nervous shock’ 
– confirming GFA policies cover such claims 
– See Insurance Corner for details. XO com-
mended the service and quality of advice 
provided to GFA by Chris Agnew from 
OAMPS in the past months on the above 
and APF issues

IT Group (Maurice Little)
 Some concern over delay of implement-
ing hardware/software due to reliance on 
voluntary effort. This is affecting some of 
the Marketing department’s projects. After 
discussion, the Executive requested the 
IT Group to report and advise on delay 
expected to the work program of implement-
ing e-commerce, website Joomla conversion 
and server update. (See later comments on 
funding projects)

COPs (Peter Gray) and CTO/O reported 
on the Ops Panel meeting

 Concern about, and action addressing, the 
recent rate of serious and fatal accidents
 COPs attendance at an ATSB course in  
Canberra early in May on human factors  
for Transport Safety Investigators
 Safety systems review – Review of safety 
investigation report format
 Online accident/incident reporting
 Operational status checks national report 
– all status checks up to date. The Execu-
tive expressed appreciation to all Regional 
Technical Officers/Operations for achieving 
this goal
 Site approvals
 Low activity clubs – maintenance of opera-
tional standards
 Regional Operations Committees – status 
and effectiveness in each region
 Operations/Sporting – discussion session 
on related issues involving Sports Committee 
representatives. GFA pilot training system 
review: Instructing/Coaching– Ops Panel 
approved in principle. Competition entry 
standards
 Medical standards – adopting the national 
driver’s licence assessment guidelines for 
medical officers [www.austroads.com.au/
aftd/downloads/AFTD_text_08-2006.pdf].
 Recognition of Foreign Instructor Ratings
 The Ops Panel “highly recommended” the 
fitment of FLARM equipment
 The Ops Panel approved a CDROM to be 
used by clubs at morning briefings to deliver 
safety issues. This will be issued to clubs by 
the GFA Secretariat
 The Executive approved the purchase of 
a laptop PC to be assigned to the CTO/O 
position to contain records, material and 
presentations for ease of future transference 
of the role
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GFA Executive Officer’s Report

John Welsh in his Hornet at the 2007 WA State Comps

Photo: Marek Dukowicz
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 The Executive also approved the CTO/O to be 
put on ADSL. This will complete the objective 
of the GFA Board, Executive and Key Officers 
being able to communicate using ADSL.

Chairman of Technical Committee  
(Edwin Grech Cumbo)

 Continuing review of Airworthiness 
Department.
 Assistance provided to the NSW Police 
inquiry for the Coronial inquest into the 
Camden Stemme fatalities
 Proposed ‘on condition’ engine maintenance 
for self launchers powered by four stroke 
engines
 Evictor Sportstar ultralight aircraft approval 
for glider towing
 ASK21Mi manufacturer is still to complete 
the necessary EASA certification – full certifi-
cation expected around July/August 2007
 A FRP repair course being organised on behalf 
of the juniors seeking financial support
 Future CASA meetings over airworthiness 
issues including certification of motor gliders 
like the Lambada
 The draft agenda for the Technical Commit-
tee meeting in Melbourne on 17/18 Novem-
ber 2007

Chairman of the Sports Committee  
(Rob Moore)

 The finalisation and future implementation 
of the Member Protection Policy. Sports 
Committee to investigate subsequent fund-
ing availability from the Australian Sports 
Commission
 Review of the training syllabus from the 
Sports Committee perspective
 International Team Committee funding
 Coaches meeting in late June to plan the 
coaching strategies for the next three years
 Update on JoeyGlide being held in South 
Australia 16 to 21 December 2007. A prize 
offered to a junior citizen to win a week’s 
gliding training during the championships. 
Caleb White is offering to instruct the new 
pupil during the event in his Kookaburra two 
seater for free
 Junior funding arrangements
 Preparation of a proposal to increase glider 
towing limit for tugs from 750kg to 850kg

Tabled National Coaching Director report 
(Lisa Trotter)

 Giorgio Galetto coaching program as nation-
al coach in December 2006 & January 2007
 Jay Rebbeck has been invited to be a guest 
national coach for the coming season
 Paul Mander coaching program as squad 
coach at Joey Glide
 George Lee offers two courses per year of 
two weeks duration to two Australian pilots. 
The pilots selected this year are Tom Claffey 
in October 2007 and Peter Temple in  
March 2008.
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 Lisa and Peter Trotter held GlideFast courses 
at Benalla in December 2006 and Narromine 
in January 2007
 Level 1 Beginning Coaching General Princi-
ples course is now available free of charge 
online through the Australian Sports Com-
mission website – requested to be complet-
ed by all coaches by the end of 2007
 State coaches training being held on 22 June 
2007 will be the first time that a General 
Principles coaching course has been tailored 
to the sport of gliding
 Early Cross-country training in ab-initio 
training

Treasurer (Ian Grant)
 Current financial position
 Essendon Fields Management informing 
GFA that extension of lease after June 2008 
unlikely except for short term. HGFA has 
been informed
 Research on options for office relocation 
after June 2008
 Outcomes from the annual audit and review 
of the audit process
 Accounting procedures for funding the inter-
national teams and the juniors
 Financial report to members to be more 
user-friendly
 Arrangements for the GFA AGM/Seminar
 Progress to date with the co-location  
of HGFA
 Publicising the availability and usage of the 
Australian Sports Foundation in financing 
club projects and tax effective donations  
by members
 Management and allocation of financial 
reserves
 The Executive decided to:

 Return investment interest, by the value 
of CPI, to the financial reserves in order 
to protect the GFA’s financial reserves 
from being devalued by inflation
 Recommend to the Board to increase 
the availability of individual club loans 
from $20 000 to $50 000 with the total 
provision for loans increased from 
$100 000 to $200 000
 Use reserves for funding projects that 
are high priority but cannot be pro-
gressed due to lack of operational fund-
ing and/or volunteer effort. Guidelines to 
be considered by Executive after paper 
produced by the President
 Retain the $5 junior temporary mem-
bership fee using colour differentiation 
from the $10 form to minimise misuse 
of the forms and subsequent additional 
workload in the GFA Office
 Approve a training budget to promote 
multi-skilling for GFA office staff
 Sponsor SafeSkies conference
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Chairman Development Committee 
(Maurice Little)

 No response so far to the Media Officer 
vacancy
 Merchandising to be transferred from Secre-
tariat to Go Soaring
 Posting of Soaring Australia material on the 
website being considered by the department
 Advertising the September GFA Seminar in 
Melbourne placed in July and August issues 
of Soaring Australia
 Next meeting of the training syllabus review 
group to be in August
 Future NATFLY participation to be discussed 
at next Development meeting
 Soaring Australia magazine – future 
directions
 Women in gliding activities
 Requested youth participation in develop-
ment activities is lacking and is required  
to ensure success of objectives
 No member calendar for this year; a 
poster production for club purchase is being 
planned
 Promotional material to support Regional 
Development Officers is under consideration
 Promotional DVD production continues
 May membership was up 3.7% nationally on 
the same period last year

General Business
 The President has set up Small Action Groups 
(SAGs) of Board members to progress issues 
in between meetings:

 SAG 1 – Fees and Charges Review
 SAG 2 – 2007-2008 Business Plan 
Budgeting
 SAG 3 – 2008-2009 Business Plan 
Review
 SAG 4 – Office Accommodation  
post-June 2008
 SAG 5 – Board Regulations Review
 SAG 6 – Manual of Standard Procedures 
Part 1 – Administration
 The Executive agreed to ensure that 
office staff are equipped with ergonomi-
cally correct seating.
 Discussion of a paper submitted on re-
affiliation procedures submitted by WA 
Board member to be settled by Executive 
email contact before the next meeting

The above précis is subject to approval of 
the minutes at the next Executive meeting in 
September after the AGM/Seminar. 

Keep looking and keep it safe. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

»
»

»

»

»
»

»

»

GFA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

John Welsh 
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111

Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]

Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
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The good news in that ‘nervous shock’ is not 
excluded under the GFA’s BBL, Contingent  
Liability nor under the individual glider policies 
that members may hold.

It is useful to make some comments regard-
ing the background to this issue. It has largely 

arisen out of the experience of a parachuting 
organisation in Brisbane, which has widely  
circulated the fact that they did not have cover 
for ‘nervous shock’. Without being privy to the 
exact details of this claim, most of the major 
aviation insurers exclude claims for this con- 
dition under their aircraft insurance policies  
(this applies to General Aviation aircraft, not  
gliders). For example, the GFA Insurer QBE has 
the specific exclusion under their aircraft policy,  
but it is not excluded under their glider insu- 
rance policy wording. Others, while not having  
a specific exclusion, rest on the definition of 
‘bodily injury’ not including mental or nervous 
disorders. These policies would cover ‘nervous 
shock’ only if it was accompanied by some from 
of physical injury.

The main reason that the GFA and glider 
pilots have this cover is the insuring clause under 
the policies. Under the BBL, contingent liability 

and individual glider policies the definition 
includes “Liability for Bodily Injury, Sickness and 
Disease” whilst most of the other aircraft policies 
specify bodily injury only, without including sick-
ness and disease. The ‘nervous shock’ element 
comes under the sickness and disease heading.

In the example of a family member witness-
ing a fatal accident and then making a claim on 
the club or instructor, the GFA policies would 
respond. It is up to the third party to prove their 
loss, but this could involve large defence costs, at 
least initially, so the policy would provide the 
defence for the club, instructor and/or GFA. 
OAMPS is not aware of any cases like this being 
successful in Australia, but in the event the court 
ruled in the plaintiff’s favour, the policy would 
respond by paying any costs that became liable 
to be paid. 

G F A

Insurance Corner
Chris Agnew, National Aviation Manager, OAMPS Insurance Brokers Ltd

2007 Fibre Reinforced Plastics  
(FRP) Sailplane Repair Course

Applications are invited for candidates to attend 
a GFA sponsored FRP Sailplane Repair Course to 
train participants in the techniques required to 
carry out minor repairs to composite sailplane 
structures. As facilities limit the course, candi-
dates who wish to attend should apply as below. 
Candidates MAY qualify for Authorisation for 
Minor Repair FRP
The course is limited to 10 entrants.

Successful applicants will be advised  
by 30 September 2007.
Candidates who wish to participate in this course 
need to send an application to:
Mr E Blunt, 567 Noorla Place Lavington 
NSW 2641, Email: deird@optusnet.com.au
The application should contain a short resume including 
details of authorisations currently held, and an outline 
on how you, the applicant, can benefit from such a 
course and how you would use the skills you learn 
within the gliding environment.

Course Convenor/Director:
Supported by:

Venue
Course starts:
Course ends:
Course fees

Applications Close: 

Eugene Blunt 
Roger Druce
Bacchus Marsh Gliding Club House
20 October 2007
28 October 2007
$400.00 includes all materials & catering
15 September 2007

Cartoon by Codez

Precisely 99kg, CFI… 1kg under the limit

Photo: Anthony Smith
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A U S T R A L I A 
White Gum Farm Fly-in
18 August 2007

York, Western Australia. All microlights and other 
aircraft welcome, camping available, check out 
[www.microlight.com.au] for details.

Canberra Gliding Club  
Annual Wave Camp 

1 to 9 September 2007
Bunyan Airfield, Cooma. Visiting pilots are most 
welcome; two tugs will provide launch facilities through-
out the camp and oxygen fills will be available. Bunyan  
is a well established wave site, with ready airspace 
access to FL245 and the ability to obtain clearance 
to higher altitudes. Some accommodation is avail- 
able in the clubhouse. Equiries to Allan Armistead 
<allana@grapevine.com.au> or ph: 0413 013911.

The Milbrulong Pico 
13 to 16 September 2007

Power paragliding and power hang gliding pilot’s 
gathering for the 10th Annual National Pico Fly-
in. Milbrulong is in southern NSW, 50km west of 
Wagga Wagga. Camping is $5 per person/per night. 
The paddocks are large and the local landholders 
friendly to motor pilots. Four days to fly yourself 
silly! Enquiries to Jeff Hoffmann 02 69206233, 
<johoffman@bigpond.com> or Jos Weemaes 
02 60265658, <jweemaes@bordernet.com.au>  
or visit the Pico club website [www.thepico.com.au].

Queensland Cross-country 
Coaching Week

24 to 28 September 2007
McCaffrey Field, QLD. Similar to last year, only better. 
For further information refer to Chad’s article in  
the December 2006 edition of Soaring Australia. 
Lectures, discussions, weather briefings, tasking  
and good flying. On field accommodation available. 
For further information contact Ralph Henderson 
<rhenderson@iinet.net.au> or phone 07 38436178 (h).

Jimbour Wines Queensland 
State Gliding Championships

29 September to 6 October 2007
Hosted by Darling Downs Soaring Club. See [www.
ddsc.org.au] for info and entry forms. Held at 
McCaffrey Field on the Darling Downs. Practice day 
29 September. Enjoy a month of flying in QLD, join 
the Cross-country Coaching week, try your skills at 
the Queensland Championships and then a short 
cruise of less than 100km to the Club Class Comp. 

Contact Keith Allen at <comps@ddsc.org.au>  
or ph: 0429 351933 (h).

27th Club Class Nationals ’07
7 to 19 October 2007

At Kingaroy Airfield situated in the picturesque and 
diverse South Burnett region of SE QLD. Practise 
days are 7th and 8th. Hosted by Kingaroy Soaring 
Club [www.kingaroygliding.com]. Entry fee $290, 
surcharge of $50 if entry received after 31 August. 
Limited to 60 gliders. Contact: Lorraine Kauffmann 
07 54427448 or <lkauffma@bigpond.net.au>.

Canungra Classic 
13 to 20 October 2007

This is the first HG comp of the Australian calendar  
(AA pending) and is one week after the Canungra 
PG comp. HQ this year is at Moriarty Park Hall, right 
next to the showgrounds. Comp entry includes free 
T-shirt and free presentation dinner. Mandatory: 
GPS, intermediate rating with inland experience 
and a repacked parachute. Registration/practice 
day: Friday the 12th. Entry fee: $180 plus $40 site 
fees (late entries after 31/8/2007 will be $210). 
Prizes and cash for Open, Floater and, again due to 
popular demand, ‘Best of the Rest’ classes. So get 
your team organised and your Red Faces act sorted, 
‘cause we’re goin’ flyin’. Registration on line [www.
triptera.com.au/canungra/classic2007]. For payment 
info contact Regan <rkowald@hotmail.com>.

NSW State Gliding 
Championships 2007

11 to 18 November 2007
Lake Keepit Soaring Club. Multi-classes for the 
competitive and Club Class, which is a relaxed and 
supportive environment for newer pilots and older 
and non-competitive aircraft. A picturesque site with 
lots of varied terrain – the lake, Mt Kaputar ranges, 
river valleys, the Pilliga scrub and plenty of classic 
flatlands. Carriage of a FLARM or equivalent will be 
mandatory. We hope to make this a very enjoyable 
experience for you. Limit of 60 gliders, last time 
oversubscribed, so get entries in early. See [www.
keepitsoaring.com[. Contact <dave@shorter.net>.

Mt Beauty Fly-in  
– Gathering of the Moths 

17 to 18 November 2007 
Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited 
to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley, at the foot 
of the picturesque Victorian Alps. Full range of 
accommodation available. Contact Mark Ghirardello 
03 57544572 or 0409 544572.

Gulgong Classic 2007
18 to 24 November 2007

Gulgong airfield. This is a AA and CIVL cat 2 comp. 
The entry fee is $135, plus towing fees of $265. 
Total cost is $400. Competitors must be proficient 
at aerotow launching and suitably rated for 
inland cross-country. For details, on line entry and 
payments got to [www.gulgongclassic.com].

GCV Christmas Competition
27 December ’07 to 1 January 2008

Benalla airfield, VIC. All Welcome. Relaxed competition  
suited to all levels of experience. Contact John Millott  
<john_millott@hotmail.com> or ph: 0429 147462.

Maurie Bradney Week
29 December ‘07 to 5 January 2008

Hosted by Waikerie Gliding Club. Incorporating the 
2007 SA State Gliding Competition. Entry form and 
details will be posted on WGC website in October.

2008 Corryong Cup
6 to 12 January 2008

Practice/rego: Sat. 5th, Court House Hotel 4pm, 75 
pilots max. Enter online [www.corryongcup.com], 
$120 before 1 December, $20 late fee, incl. T-shirt, 
info kit, map and presentation dinner. Organisers: 
Newcastle HG Club. Open & Floater/entry Classes. GPS,  
GAP-05 scoring, B sanction. Mt Elliott offers great 
cross-country soaring with spectacular alpine surrounds.  
The usual relaxed and friendly social environment, 
free camping by the Murray River, lots of prizes, 
fun and enjoyment. Cross-country flight tutoring/
mentoring by experienced comp pilots on offer. 
This is a great first comp or warm-up for Bogong 
Cup. Requirements: Current HGFA int. with inland 
experience or equivalent, UHF radio and repacked 
reserve. Contact: Wendy Herman 0411 772221.

O V E R S E A S
Wave Soaring Expedition 
Patagonia 2007

Early November 2007 to mid-January 2008
TopFly invites you to fly at the San Carlos de Bariloche 
mountain resort in Argentina. Fly national and world 
records in comfortable and safe wave, as well as 
enjoying golf, whale and penguin watching, fishing 
or trekking. Participants can bring their own glider. 
Contact: Jean-Marie Clément <info@topfly.aero> or 
ph: +33 4 92213685, website [www.topfly.aero].
Other international events can be found  
at [http://events.fai.org/]. 
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G FA Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 15 VH-GYU, approximately 3600 hrs for 
3100 launches. Enclosed trailer & tow-out gear. 
Basic instrument plus 360ch Dittel radio, boom 
mic & choice of Zander SR820 or Borgelt B21, 24, 
25 system, $13000 ono. Ph: 08 82813350 or 0448 
676499.
ASW 24 VH-ZAE, ~1300 hrs. Excellent cond, easy 
to fly, absolutely no vices. One owner since new. No 
accidents, finished in Australian Ferrogel. Recently 
reprofiled for optimum performance. Easy to rig 
with self connecting controls. Fully instrumented 
for competition flying & still competitive. B100 
flight computer, FLARM & ICOM 720ch radio, B20 
back-up vario, twin batteries & a charger included. 
Has mount for PDA which can be connected to the 
FLARM. Easy to use, rugged tow-out gear.  Custom-
built trailer designed for easy rigging & very safe 

towing. Offers invited. Ph: David Wilson 0407 
825706 or 03 98360683.
Discus A ZBK. 1/3 share. Excellent cond. Full set-up, 
nothing to do but fly. Based at Warwick, QLD. Ph: Matt 
0404 665998 or <matt@webadventures.com.au>.
For sale: Discus fuselage with some damage, 
$2000 obo. Ph: Steve 0438 409928.
Hornet VH-GEZ. Top cond, dust covers groundhan- 
dling gear. No trailer $17500. Ph: Jim 0419 562213.
Jantar STD SZD41a, 800 hrs total, nil accidents, 
Pollard trailer, tow-out gear, full covers, 720ch 
radio, S-Nav coupled to logger/GPS, Ph: Colin 03 
98488189.
Ka6cr VH-HNA, excellent cond, 720ch radio, B40, 
tow-out gear & excellent galvanised inclosed trailer, 
$7500 ono. Ph: Arie 0419 973343 <arie@internode.
on.net>.

NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS
 All advertisements and payment can be sent to:

The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041

Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>

Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution 
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.  

Photographs may be provided in either photo print  
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.  

Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please 
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope  

for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to 
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or 

credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the 
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
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Single-seater Sailplanes
Must Sell: DG100 & Nimbus 2. Each with trailer, 
tow-out gear, chute & hangar space at Boonah. 
Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 195337 or <maddogs1@
optusnet.com.au>.
Nimbus 3 Turbo TTIS 2339/539 engine, only 20.2 
hrs, 22.9/24.5/25.5m extensions, wings modified 
by factory with Ventus aileron drive/wing fillet, tail 
ballast. Nose release mod recently included. Trailer 
in VGC, wing & canopy covers, B2000, Dittel radio, 
Volkslogger, wired for PDA & solar panel chargers. 
All tow-out gear. Glider is in VGC & is genuine 1:60 
machine. Engine recently serviced & installed ready 
to fly now. Glider owned by Klaus Holighaus & 
flown in various world & domestic championships. 
Consider half share for $45000 or outright purchase 
for $11000. Offers accepted. Ph: 0417 770 084.

Two-seater Sailplanes
Blanik VH-GAQ, c/w open trailer, both glider & 
trailer in good cond, 30-year survey professionally 
completed in late 2004. Basic instruments incl. 
audio vario & 720ch radio with microphones front & 
rear. Asking price $7500 Ph: 03 58813773 (bus. hrs).
IS28 B2 VH-GII, with trailer. In good flying cond, 
$18000 ono. Ph: Lindsay 02 68552252.
Must Sell: Grob 103 Acro. Completely refurbished. 
Also G103 project & trailer. Any reasonable offer 
seriously considered. Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 
195337 or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.
Twin Astir IKV, 3700 hrs, VGC, refinished in 2pac, 
new upholstery, VHF radio, electric vario, basic 
instruments, $39000 ono. Ph: 0408 191112 or 
<jbarnes1964@bigpond.com> for photos.

Self-launchers/Motor Gliders

Ash 26E, excellent cond, low hrs, many extras, POA. 
Ph: 03 58821132.
Scheibe SF27M VH-ZAA glider, 1388 hrs, motor 
141 hrs, 589 launches.  Purpose-built trailer & 
handling gear for one person rig/derig/stow. Winter 
barograph, 30-yearly due, $25000 ono. Ph: Dave  
08 86411525.

Motor Falke VH-GBH, 30-yearly done. Ceramic 
ball motor, very healthy. Spare motor, low hrs, spare 
prop, 10 hrs endurance one up. Great for long trips 
$30 000 firm. Ph: Mike 07 49371381.

Instruments & Equipment
Australian made canopies: Dimona H36, Grob 
103, Libelle, IS28B2, LS & others. Rails, windows. Blue 
tint now available. Email: <aamoulds@optusnet.
com.au>. Ph: Ian & Cecilia Linke 08 82513780.
Australian Made-Ozflarm Aircraft situation 
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vega-
superior glide computer & vario system (glass cockpit), 
radios/transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF Developments Pty  
Ltd 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm, email: <nandrews@
rf-developments.com> or [www.rf-developments.com].
Cambridge 302 vario – ask a user for opinion as 
it is an outstanding vario. Wingstands $125, Xcoms, 
microphones, all tyres, etc. <ianmcphee@aapt.net.
au>, Box 657 Byron 2481, mob: 0428 847642.
TESA Tape 1.5” x 55 yds, $25/roll plus postage. 
Email <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.
Winter barograph, make an offer. Ph: Kevin 0407 
527185.
Yaseu VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver $485. 
Walter Dittel 760 VHF Comm 2 ¼” panel mount 
€1400. Mars parachutes short & long pack. $1995 
Airborne Avionics. Ph: 02 68892733. Fax: 02 
68892933. Email: <hartley@avionics.com.au>.

General

Aeromarket – Free online classifieds advertise- 
ments incl. photos for all aircraft, parts & spares. 
Sell your glider, clean out your workshop or place a 
wanted ad for that part you’ve been chasing.  
No cost to private individuals for ads.  
[www.aeromarket.com.au]

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of 
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value 
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues. 
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30, 
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Asso-
ciation of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian 
soaring scene & relevant international news & 
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65 
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa, 
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New 
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with 
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52 
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write: 
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New 
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative 
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour. 
Available from the British Gliding Association, 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England. 
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sail-
plane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail 
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith 
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.

Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring 
Society of America Inc., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM 
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually): 
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication 
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. 
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders 
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box 
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $15 pa. 

H G FA

All aircraft should be suitable for the intend-
ed use; this includes the skill level required 
for the specific aircraft being reflective of 
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All 
members must adhere to the maintenance 
requirements as contained in Section 9 of 
the Operations Manual and as provided 
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment 
should always be inspected by an indepen-
dent person, an Instructor wherever possi-
ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
condition, airworthiness and suitability of 
the aircraft. It should include examination 
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is 
unethical and a legally volatile situation 
for individuals to provide aircraft which are 
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or 
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
ACT

Moyes XT 165, int, yellow/white, VG cond, 100 
hrs, incl. manual, batten profile, wheels & spare 
DT, $550. Also selling as package. Moyes Xtreme 
harness (suit 186cm), Roochute reserve & Brauniger 
vario. All VG cond, $1200. Ph: 0400 805422.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne C4 14, Micro-Drag A-frame & carbon 
base bar. 120 hrs, new in 9/06, excellent cond, 
black/orange/lilac US, can send pic $5500. Ph: 
Cameron 0407 418295.
Fun 190 nov, immaculate cond, $3800. Aero 165 
nov/int, great cond, given the glider vintage, $1100. 
Pacific Airwave V2, tandem wing, good flying cond, 
$1800. Ph: Tony 0417 939200.
Moyes Matrix Race Harness, blue, with silver 
& green, dual ’chute compartments, excellent cond. 
Pilot 180cm, 109cm chest & waist, 85kg, $1200 
neg. Also reserve ’chute, good cond, $300. Can do 
package. Ph: Cameron 0407 418295.

Classifieds • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hours before overhaul.  

Fully refinished in 2001, $65000. Flown daily.  
SF 25D 1968 Limbach L 1700 zero hours! Fully 

refinished in 2006. Transponder! Very nice, $52000. 
Flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).

IS 29D2 
Low hours, basic instruments with electric vario. 

Closed in trailer. Licensed WA.  
Needs Form 2, $12000 ono. Ph: 0418 939967  

or <rickpederick@westnet.com.au>.

For Sale
‘T’ Hangar Camden Airport.  

New ground lease available, suit 18m glider.  
Ph: Neville Page 0419 653380.

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members  
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified  

per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office  

for membership verification/payment by email  
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:  
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.  

The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication  
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for 

one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission 
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.  

When submitting a classified remember to include 
your contact details (for prospective buyers),  

your HGFA membership number (for verification)  
and the State under which you would like the 

classified placed. (Note that the above does not  
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may  

place multiple classified entries, but will be  
charged at usual advertising rates.)
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VICTORIA

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely 
renowned as Australia’s best flying region. 
Bright has been host to numerous Australian & 
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the 
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian 
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in 
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over 
10 years.

Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 

www.activeflight.com.au

VICTORIA

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia  

and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all  
year round & are open seven days a week.

Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment  
with first class tuition & equipment.

• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
•  Pilot Development Clinics for novice, 

intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
•  Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses, 

reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition

Contact: Peter Bowyer on
02 6226 8400 

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!

[www.paraglide.com.au]

ACT/NEW SOUTH WALESVICTORIA

Airborne C4-13.5, fluoro green/black/grey US. 
Titanium oxide (sunblock) TS. Streamline control 
frame & FAST bar. 55 hrs, 1 year old in October, 
excellent cond, $7000 ono. Ph: Andy 0428 176823.
Airborne Sting 2 XC 175, 30 hrs, VGC, yellow/
mint, $2500. FreeFlight Ent parachute, 22 gore PDA 
with swivel, as new cond, $750. Flytec 3020 vario, 
GC, $200. Lazer helmet, white with earphone & 
mike, $50. Ph: Peter Vaile 0407 345814.
Moyes SX6, 80 hrs, incl. Tracer harness & Quantum 
reserve ’chute, spare DT. Excellent cond, $1300. Ph: 
0412 512457.
Shark 156 adv, with batten profile, owners manual 
& additional tarpaulin heavy duty storage bag, 
$1200 ono. Also, Uvex full-face helmet, good cond, 
$100 ono. Ph: Gabriel 0407 544511.

Paragliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Complete Firebird Paraglider Package, ideal 
for nov/int pilot. Firebird Grid DHV 1-2 wing, 80-
105kg, 48 hrs, blue/white. Firebird Viper harness. 
Sky reserve chute. Icaro flight suit. Flytec 4005 vario. 
Flytec windspeed indicator. Two Uniden radios. Top 
quality gear in excellent cond, $4200 complete 
package. Ph: Todd 0429 362010 or 02 67361268.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne 582 Exec. Rebuilt motor – 80 hrs, new 
Streak wing – 80 hrs. Front drum brakes, dash re-
modelled to 2000. Gearbox matched to four-blade 
Brolga prop, training bars, all gauges, transport 
covers, pannier bags, Microair radio, two headsets & 
helmets, stoneguard, trailer with storage boxes, can 
holders, orange wing with custom paint on base. 
Must be seen to be appreciated: $19500. Ph: 0412 
971600 or <info@kygralee.com.au>. 
Airborne Outback T2-2290, blue top, 582 Tundra 
115 hrs, stone guard, Streak 2B 10hrs, Nixon 
helmets, headsets, excellent three, well maintained, 
$28 000 ono. Wizard 3, excellent cond, 105 hrs, like 
new, red/black, $4500, log books. Ph: Andrew 0427 
681889. Will deliver if possible.
Edge X Streak Wing T2-2414, just had 2001wfhll 
service & new rego, well-maintained, good cond, 
c/w extra gauges, VSI, CHT, CI, landing lights, Icom 
radio & intercom system, two headsets, trailer & 
covers. $25 500 ono. Ph: Ross 0428 424849.
T2-2412, 2000 Model. Electric start, blue pod &  
white/blue wing. Icom A22E, intercom, headsets, 
stoneguard, Punkinhead travel covers & wing 
covers. TT 162 hrs, very well maintained, no expense 
spared. Never used for aerotowing or circuit 
training. Trailer & jerry cans. Trailer can carry wing. 
Hangared near Goulburn. Will deliver if in close 
proximity to Sydney/Goulburn area. $22000 ono.  
Ph: Dave 0418 648105 or <tuffrex@iinet.net.au>.

QUEENSLAND

Airborne Edge Trike, yellow/white Wizard 2 
wing, new ’03, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled @ 
290, done 420. Full instruments, incl. vario. Raptor 
headsets. Four-blade Brolga prop, $13500. Ph: Bob 
07 41631779.

VICTORIA

Airborne XT 912, fitted with the Cruze wing. Flies 
beautifully, total 72 hrs, fully optioned from the 
factory, one year old. Privately hangared, only set up 
once. Many extras, incl. Microair radio & intercom, 
‘A’ frame bag, belly bag, bar mitts, heavy duty trike 
cover, three helmets & three flight suits. Everything 
as new, ready now in Gippsland, VIC: $50500.  
Ph: Steve 0414 444971.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Redback trike,  T2-2203, as new with trailer, 140 
hrs only, $18,000 ono Ph 0403342484

General
PARA SUPPLY

Our aim is to keep the price at a fair and affordable 
level. PTT $58, radio 5 watts + PTT package $154, 
flight desk $67, fast packing tube $46, vario/GPS 
holder $27, flight suit $169. [www.parasupply.com].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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RAINBOW PARAGLIDING 
APCO AUSTRALIA

Offering the full range  
of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and  
100% satisfaction guarantee. 

Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner  
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has 
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the 
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world 
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly 
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been 
achieved in winter! 
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per 
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days. 
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing 
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with 
the experts. 
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and 
the knowledge.  
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-
in, maintenance and repairs. 
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia 

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581 
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 

Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]

QUEENSLAND

Australia Wide Services 
HGFA Approved Paraglider  

Testing & Repairs

•  Comprehensive testing and repairs  
to all paragliders

•  Fully equipped service and repair  
agents for:

  Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, 
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, 
Paratech, Sky, UP

•  Full written report 
•  Harness repair and modifications
•  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
•  Parachute repacking
•  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, 

New Zealand and Asia
•  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081 

Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550  
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH WALES

•  MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10 
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days 
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large 
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe 
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge 
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007 
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!

•  YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most 
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 
5,400 hours airtime since 1988, World Record 
Holder – 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem 
Flight in the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple 
National Records, National XC League Winner 
(inaugural 2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, 
Australian Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, 
HGFA Safety & Ops Committee (PG), International 
Comps Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt 
Borah.

•  NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day, 
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small 
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum 
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soar-
ing, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of 
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced 
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques 
& equipment costs only $1,320 (including 
accommodation).

•  THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We spe-
cialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group 
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher, 
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Inter-
mediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.

•  HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than  
you think!

•  ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST 
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag  
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,  
new & secondhand.

•  CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah  
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100 
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).

So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the per- 
son who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>

‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.

NEW SOUTH WALES
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OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation  

Insurance Specialist

ACN 005 543 920

PO Box 1898

North Sydney 

NSW 2059

Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

GFA Glider insurance packages are 
the only option approved  
and initiated by the GFA for  
the benefit of members.  
Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700

OAMPS Insurance 
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER
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